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Pioneer Farming Experiences,

Pleage print nane and address in canital
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(Throughout the questionnaire, "Saskatchewan" means the area which
is now Saskatchewan)

This questionnaire is intended for nersons o cane to Saslatchewan
before 1914, and nost of the questions are about that early period, although
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in a few questions information for later yecars is asked for,

If you cannot answer e question, leave the space blank, We realize that
any one person will not be able to enswer all questions, so answer those that
_3ly to your experience and that you can renember, and leave the others,

Use extra sheets of paper if there is not enoush space on the
guestionnaire

Your co-operation in answering this questionnaire will be very ruch
appreciated, and 211 questionnaires are preserved in the Saslkatchewan
Archives as part of the permement record of our province.

Please send your conpleted questionnaire to: 5
Seskatchewan Archives Office, v ATO vy
University of Saskatchewan, AN S e /;:
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, e i
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SASKATCHEWAN ARCHIVES QUESTIOHNAIRES.
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Picneer Farming Zxperiences.

1. What led you to the particular district in which you settled? /
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‘wh whom was Informabion about it obtained?

What was the extent of this information and what alternstives did you
considex?
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3. Did you homestead? /K' Gerrrk

Ir so, give description of the land (Township, range, distance from the rail-
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What wes the largest amount you possessed at one time? (Give date).
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8. You may not wish to answer quest ons about how you financed early farming
operations, However, if you care to, answers to the following would be of

zeneral interest: i MA////@C/ M Mﬂﬂ

How did you finance your original purct
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10, What type of farming did you engage in, originally and later? (Grain,
livestock, mixed, etc.).
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1l. How many acres did you brealt the first year? ,/M/ &= M4 /57 L

The second? _}0 R 11—
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The third? .y ()

Did you use oxen, horses, or steam power for breaking? Fezq ///z'/z»-(
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Whet other grains did you grow? &= cf LA

13, What kinds and breeds of livestock did you raise? (Give dates at which you
started each., If d:l.scontlnued, when?) .
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J4e If you used oxen, how many did you have? 0/}(,% 3 Q //éﬂﬂ(y/
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What was the largest number of horses you kept? Z é

17. Vhat was the first tractor you used and when? !
Was it used for belt power or for field power? £

If this was not the first tractor in your district, do you remember the‘/'//‘/‘(/%
firsty Give details.
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18. To what extent did other members of the family assist in farming operatlons'?/&"’z-’\
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19. Do you recall examples of informal cc-operative efforts in your district, f«e/"
gsuch as neighbours working togeme* “bees“ etc.?
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Did you follow the practice of summerfallowing to begin with?
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20.

If not, when did you begin?

2l. What rotation of crops did you pracitise? /{>£/Céiééﬁv7/ CED‘2>¢§:’4%§JF‘.

wnq P77 Sy

22. Vhere did you obtain your original seed? ,,4’/{»-77 4 // / '—Mj, 4¢,<y/ Wa/

o ,)ﬁv...t?'zfy o /ﬁg_ﬁéﬂz’zwdz@_o/
Vhat wag the variety? /éE:Z¥P/} '7€gﬁ%
The price? c&ﬁ;’»zdfﬂ”?iﬂﬂﬂﬁbﬂkkyﬂﬁﬁz;l

(Give year)

23. What was the earliest date of SCLlelﬁ‘ ,;ou recall? {/
- £~
, i Loiheed T 1 77 ;«« W el pEaz
The latest? %M Al A /LM//a %W,_/ea/mﬁjéa/,; i
-421“(

e 1 32
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Z&,M‘Wha‘b hazards or difficulties did you experience? You might give de
such as dates, severity, damage, methods of contr ol, with respect to the

following: hail, frost, wind and dust, blizzards, Iloods, drought, prairie
fires, rust, smut, grasshoppers, cutwornms, sawflies, ca‘termllars,
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25 »What weeds were present in your district when JOU. fir st a.rr:x.ved and which
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26, What new varieties of weeds appeared after you settled? (Give date of
appearance if possible).

27. Vhat method of harvesting and threshing grain did you first use’r‘
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How many men were required in these operations? é,/é- ?'

28. Vhen cid you f1 rst 11“I‘kut graln, llvestoclc, or other produce from your farm? an7

How did you haul grain to market? /é""”’l ('%M/Z)’M

Was most of your grain hauled in the fall, or did you do winter hauling with, .
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In vhat year was the first grain elevator constructed in your district? e
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.30+ What variations do you recall in prices for your produce? the highest?
the lowest?

31. Did you engage in ranching? 7/0

If so, give details as to kind and number of cattle in the early yeats of

the ranch, nunbo of 1en enployed, Dramds, etc.fo&’[m /7, ﬁé&’{ éa’/
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32. Vhat was done by you or others in your district to improve crops and live-
stock by procuring registered seed, purcbred livestock, etc.?

33. Did you participate in any exhibitions or fairs?

Indlcate the ngture of your exnloa.ts apd t‘1e rizes uon
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34+ What agricultural organizations did you join? TeTI yhen %&7 long.
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35+ Did you raise poultry? 7-/""7

Was this for household use or for market? &{4’2 :
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When did you first buy chicks from hatcheries?
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2 )Where were seeds Obﬁfw %f
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What were some of the varieties planted? M %M/’Z/é‘ﬂ M%%
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37. Did you have native trees about your farmstead? 70%

When did you first plant trees, if any? / f&‘ o /9 o/ ‘/ Z
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Are they still living, or did they die out after a period of time? 7%5—64%2
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38. When déid you fence any significant part of your land? f

What was your reason for so doing? @0 W 5’4% Q//
What type of fencing was used? M M/VL’(,

39, Did you ever attempt to irrigate gardens or crops? 7.-&1 /é 5’%{‘2’&7

40, How was milk kept and cream saved?
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When did you get a cream separator? MM M’C o %Z dde® Tpec J
What kind of churn did you use? OW&W ‘47/41_, [)7

What guantities of butter were made? /gjé’;—z 3%/"7‘ W .? Cdeet—)
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L1, Were butter and eggs sold fer cash or taken in trade by local merchants? /éﬂ W
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«42. Did you keep bees, or do vou remember anyone else keeping bees in your /7h’<§
district?

How were they originally procured and at what date?

43. Do you recall members of the North West Mounted Police calling at your farm

to see how you were getting along? Give any details ahout the frequencyeef
these visits, names of policemen, dates, ij&;aq: ﬁt‘J’iCi: Pal Ei/ﬁé;:;2’14;57
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T poze
Tge or "bonanza®" Tarm in your district? /

If so, what was its size apd who was the owner?
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When was it established and what was the reason for its breaking up, if it
no longer exists?

45, Whom do you consider to have been the outstanding pioneer farmers of your
district? Give some reasons for your choice, such as the earliest, most
successful, most helpful to newcomers, contributing most to the public life

and developmen@ﬁof the community. . = =
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6. If you Have had interesting experiences in connection with early farming which
have not been touched upon by the above questions, would you add them to
your conpleted questionnaire?. . 1
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