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| ESTEVAN, Sask, Oct. 5—Vhen |

employees of-the Bienfdit mine pro-
tested against alleged bad working
conditions; the invariable reply of
the management was to the effect,
“1f you don't.like it, pack your toos
and get out,” It ‘was charged hy

witnesses beforz the royal commis-|
Estevan- |

gion investigating the
Bienfait strike situation here today,

The inguiry opened at the couri
‘house with Mis Honor Judge E. R.
“Wylie presiding. An .order-in-coun-
~¢il bearing the great seal of Can-
‘ada-and tne signature of the Ear]
;of RBessborough, governor-general,
was read by Glew, .an-
noinecing His Honor's appointment
as a comimissioner to fuuy investi-
‘gate the-causes and circumstances
leading up fo the strike, which is
now 28 days old. ’

TO LAST A MONTH - .

‘Bienfait ‘mine who will give testi-
‘meny, were heard. today. One of
them had-not' completed his statle-
merit when His Honoer catled an ad-
journment late in the /afternoon.
Men from six .deep seam’ mines of
the “field will appear during the

hearing whiel, it was estimated zo-|

night, will ast about .30 days. . -
in  another room at the court

owerators . will meet to draw up a
temporary agreement by which the

ning that it wowd be succegsiul
'ne two withesses who gave evi-
|dence were J. F. Harris and Harry
Hegketh. The’'latter is secretary of
the loeal branch of the Mine Work-
ers Union of Canada, "Harris and

car of coal which passed. over the
tipple scales from the diggings, 950
pounds was deducied 1or sisck.
This was unfair, they clzimed, be-
cause the coal was rorked by the

deduction was far in excess of the
actual slack weight. They contend-

the basis of all coal loaded, regaru-|
less of slack. They also charged
that, although wvars were oatten
loaded as heavily as thres icns, the
tipple records mever credited them
higher than two tons, o

- vNo matter, bow we bank them
up,” . Hesketh' said, “they are -still
two tons.” C

found in old workings at the mine,

hdd béen another pgiievance gon-|.

tributing to - the strike, the wit-

nesses ciaimed. Ventilating fans (e |
clear the air in the mine were ot

properly located, and were not op-
erated often enough,: with the re-

sult’ that the men often ‘had to|

leave- their work for short intervals

on account of the ympure. atmos-|

phere. o

- The miners receivéd neo pay for
bailing out ‘water each morning
from -the. “rodmis~ in . which they"
worked: This often tock from 30
minutes to an. hour. Nor was any
.remuneration received for timber-
jing the roof- of the"“room” or re-
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house "Tuesday meorning iminers znd

‘men will return to ‘work pending}
the commission inguiry. The econ- |
ference is glated for 10 o'clock, and |
there was eveéry indication thiz eve-

Hesketh both stated. that, of each b

miners when it was loaded and thel.

ed that wage scales should be on |

“Black damp”, a poisonous gas |

moving “clay falis" from the tracks,
it was claimed. These were in-
justices causing  discontent among
the ‘men, wiinesses stated, Men
‘who had protested against condi-
tions - had been discharged and
“blacklisted” among the operators
of the field. . e .

Owing -to_the fact that n¥ither
Harris nor Hesketh had completed
their evidencée wher the cominis-
sion rose; there was No cross exam-
ingtion by W. W, Lynd, K.C., rep-
resenting the deep-seam .operators.
Presentation of evidence was. con-
ducted by W. J. Perkins, crown
prosecutor and. ecounse] for the com-
migsien. . The provincial govern-
ment has offered to provide coun-
sel-for the miners, but tonight they
had not named an attorney. -

~ TROUBLE AT ‘COAST?

REGINA, Oct. 5—Thirty men of

) - tthe Royval Canadiar Mopunted Po-
Two of the 20  employees of the |

lice, *‘who arrived in Estevan last
Tuesday evening to reinforce the
police contingént against further
strike ocutbreaks will entrain Mon-
day. afternoon for Vancouver under

jeommand of Inspector Carnock, ac-

cording..to word receivéd here to-

Rumors of rioting at Vancouver
are said to be the cause of their
departure, The exodus of these men
will reduce the police strength at
Estevan to 50. S :






