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Botevan, October 6%th 1931.

We, the Mine operators and emplegees in conference
at the Gourt House, Estevan this 6th day of October,b1931
hereby agree that the mines be opened immediately and
the men return to work on the following eonditions, viz:

(1) fThat this be considered a temporary arrangement
pending the findings of the Wylie Royal Commission And the
possible drafting of a working agreement between the operators
and the men.

(2) That Pit Commitiees for each mine be a
recogniied organization in sach mine.

tﬁ). That the provisions of the Mines Aet be observed
in relation to check weighers,

| (4) That all water in the readways and working face
be remove& by the Gompany and that sush places be kept as
dry as poasible.

(5) That the terms of any schedule or agreement
finally-réaehed betweén operators and men be made retroactive
to the date of the re-commencement of work by themen.

[é) That there shall be no vietimization or
rl:.ecra.mina‘bmn against men on a.ce,aun't of the strike, part=-

ieularly in reference to men Shplepeiienian-beos ere September

7th, iast.

(7) That contract men be employed on an 8 hour
basis, faée el faee, and the Company gen work 9 hours a
day. _ -

(8) That because of working conditions in the
various'mines, the removal of slaek and questions of

over-weight be left to negotistions between the operators

and tha‘mﬁﬁzzszggf Cormnmiilits

5;2 (o],

xnﬂvvdf— éhwgl 2 vl fﬁﬂﬁwb¢mw%mﬁﬁf” Prrsaits
{ﬁ% _ @,ﬂ %ﬂfw%-* Aot g,éaf»’fwrﬁs"*f;’ﬁ‘%

Document 5



CanaDM

306 Royal Trust Blag.,
Vaneouver, B. C.,
September 28th, 1931.

S baakL PP
L PHL.. o
A -

& R
E

My dear Tom: - P SUT O 5

Many thanks for your favour off the - . ., . . :
11th instant which was forwarded from the Pell&kser... ... |
Hotel to me at the above addresss I

i A
_ I obsexve thatfﬁou have the same

opinion of Sloan &s 1 have #Myself. I have known
him for about lgfyears agﬁﬁhe has always been =
trouble maker. /I see by the Press reports that the
Government is ﬁo havejgﬁ investigation under the
Inquiries Aety Proﬁgﬁly that will ¢lear the atmos-

rhere. ? 7

F

3
_’1.
a
[l
¢

I
; Sor¥y that you were unable %o come out
to Vancouver to;ﬁhe Trades & lLebour Gongress Con-
vention. It wss very successful snd there were near-
ly two hun?rqg‘delagates présent. -

', -
ot

With kindest regards,

Sincerely ¥Yours,

3 ¥. E. Barrison, o
Western Representative, Deparitment of Labour.

Te M. Melloy, ¥Esq.,
Deputy Minister of Railways, Lzbour & Industries,

Province of Saskatehewan,
Farmers Bldgs.,
Hegina, Sask,
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_ : ' Farmers' Buzldlngg
o . ReginajSagkntchewan,
' Seplember 22nd,1931.

s \l'

Dear Sir,-

: Your communlcatxon oﬂ the lBth 1nstant

. respecting the labour organization among your employees
reésched me on Saturday but owing to piressue of business
and absence from the office on. ¥ondayy,l was unable to
reply Sooner. 1 seé by the Press;however,that you hav
arrapced & <temporary. agreement with your amployeeaguonw
gequently,X ‘do not know thaet the 1nformﬂtisn I can surply
you will now “be, 01.”ny value to yous

ﬁrom what I can gather,however,the Lumber
and Agrlcultural Indiistries Union has undoubtedly affi-
liated with the Trade Union Unity League, The full title
of this League i5 " The Trade Unicn-Unity. League .of
United States of America " and was. organizéd on ‘March 319
1929,as a continuaticn expansloa apd reorganigation of .
the Trade Bnion hducatlenal League Whlah'waa formed in
_November,lgzﬁg : _

The promoter of the Laague WAS Will;dm Z» _
Fosuer,who 5pant ‘geveral months in Mogedw where it was
Toported hepin consiliation with some of the chiefl _

. communista,arranged a new plan of labour orgwnizatlcn
.fov the No;th American continent. : -

“Phe. scheme differs from the ordinmry Trade
Union in thet they endeavour %o form industrial EToupse
The organizaticn prevides tha% no ducs were to be
colleoted from individual: workers, the revénues of the
League wers t0 be providec through voluntary donationg,
: meetzngs,entertalnmsntassale of literaturezebc. After
‘) complets organization,there was to be introduced a
" Hational Uniform Dues Iaylnm Syatam on s basis. of 25
- per member per monthq '
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The" organlzatlon 15 aggreaslvely revolutlonary
and provides in its constitution that the Lesgue shall
be affiliated with the world leader of the Revolutionary
Trade Union Movement « The Red International of Labour
Unions, This affiliation with the Red Internaticnal
brings the organization intc the group which boasts as
onne of its cbjects ® the oiganization of the. working
elrss for the overthrow of capitalismsthe deptruction
of the Bourgecis State and setiing up of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat and Iﬂternatlonal which will

ﬁ;i?; sesse all the means of production and establlsh communlst

commonwealtho

: Whllst men frequently Jjoln organlzations of
this typesthey are not 2lways familiar with the basic
“pripeiples on which the organizstion is Tounded and
even though they may be members of a Union affilisted
with the Red Internaticnal;they sepietimes have no
sympathy whatever w1th the prlnclbles of the parent
organi zatlon 6

The act1v1ties and attitude of the 1cea1 Union
would be determined ertirely by the type of leaders
whom tney seleet for officers, Fhe ergqnlzatzon,hUWw=
everyis undoubtedly a dangercus combination of men =
“especially when led hy a group of officers who are
entirely unsympathetie to our preaent form of society
and 135 inherent instltutlons, -

As abova noted hGWGVEw,you have already ‘bridged
your dlfficultles ‘and I trust ‘that by the $imé you are
_prepared to re~open.in the Sprlng,you W111 have adjuste
ed & lot of the dllflcultl&ﬁ you are now expeflenclng.

if -there is any furuh er 1nformatlon ef hlatorz-

- “ecal or otheér cheraeter respectlng your partlcuksr e

. ‘organization which you desirezl would be glad to furnxsh
it o -you and I would alse highly appreciste sny informa=
ticn you may be able to give me Trom time to time as to
who the prime movers are in. your organlzatlon,a° well as
any palicies whiech they propose o aﬂopt in oprder that
I may have my recoyds up to date.

Geh. Galvert &SQ¢9

Managing Director,

-International Clay. Products,Ltd,,
N Estcvang Saska
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G. A. CALVERT Fine Clay Products

REGINA QFFICE
MANAGING DIRECTGR

402 LEADER HUILDING

HEAD OFFICE

ESTEVAN, SASK.
: Sept. 18th, 1931.

T. M. Molloys Lsg.,
Deputy WMinister,
Department of Railways, Labour & Industry,
Regina, Sask.

Dear Sir:

A8 vou have duubtlessfﬂearned fnﬁm press reporis
out cgmpaay hids Been involved in the lab@ur troubles now
prevalent in this district. The accou_ﬁs in the newspapers
have been fairly accurate, soithat it #s hardly necessary
to trouble you with the detaﬁis at thi's time.

{ _

The points in dlspute were £§0u originally of wvery
greatl moment, and could no goubt h, fve been settled by negotiation
had the opportunity of 6011'1b S0 %gin afforded us. The men,

however, appeared to have Y¥acked Mintelligent le= wdership, and
srecipitated the strike W1%hout»warn1ng=

Je have reason t& belffeve that there is & very general
feeling among them now thdt tife walke-out wag ill-advised
under the circumstances, mndgiT some means could Ye devised
whereby the self-respect pf#both sides could be saved, it is
highly vrobable that the mén would return to work. Unfortunately,
howevar9 since the strike, znd not before, the guestion of recog-
nition of the union has been interjected into the dispute, and
so far as the men are councerned, this appears to overshadow
the main points at issue,

Our company 1s not hostile to organized 1dbourg but it
has had no previous dealings with this particulsr union, and
has been afforded no opportunity of learning what it stands for
and what recognition of it involves. The men, rather unfairly,
#e think, refuse to discuss this point, but insist upon recog-
nition first, end discussion afterwards. We have & suspicion
that recognition will involve the dismissal of those men who
have remeined falthful to us during this crisis, and this, of
course; the company cannot under any circumstances entertain.

It might be possible, however, that in the interests
of peace the men who have remained with us might be induced to
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Fine Clay Products 402 LEADER BUILDING

&, A, CALVERT
WANAGING BiRECTGR Manufacturers of

HEAD OFFICE

ESTEVAN, SASK.

Te ¥a. Wolloy 2a

join the union, providing that it was an organization that
self-respecting Fritish subjects could affiliate themselves
with. This, however, there seems to be strong reason to
doubt, and as we are unable to learn anything about the union
Trom the men, we would be obliged if you could glive us any
information regarding it, :

The name of the union is the ILumber and Agricultural
Tndmstries Union. We believe it to be affiliasted with the
ldine #orkers Union, and we presume with the Red Internziionsle.
This is all the information we have concerning it. .Je do not
know who 1ts officers are, and in fzct the one representative
with whom we had a few minutes conversation disclaimed any
responsibility for calling the strike. The union, however,
appears to insist upon having & say in setiling it.

You will understand, of course, that this particular
strike has no direct bearing upon the mine strike, although
doubtless the lstter tends to aggravate our own situation. You
are probably zlsc aware that we are just about a2t the end of
our season, snd have only a very short veriod of smployment to
offer. Jith {this in mind, therefore, it seems to us that it
would be & reasonable solution to the pregent deadlock for the
men to return to work for this short period, finish up what we
heve To do, and close up the plant for the season, leaving the
points in dispute to be settled before the plant re-opens next
spring. All this could be without prejudice to either side.
such a solution, however, would have to be arrived at very guickly,
&3 the season i1s gelting far advanced, ‘

& would appreciate any comments you might have to make
on this situation, and particularly any information you can give
us regarding this union. 0Of course, this is entirely in con=
fidence, and you may depend upon our nokh qucting you, Similariy
the above stutements are for yvour ocwn information only.
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' Regina, Sept. 9, 1931.

Rej~ TFstevan Coal Strike.

On Thursday September 3 at 8.00 Pelte, I
attended a meeting of the Miners! Union, held@ ih the
City Hall, with a view to ascertaining the nature of
the complaints which the wnion had against the
operators. -

Immediately upon entering the meeting the
Chairmen demanded an explanation of my vresence which
I explained as z right as representing the public,

There were four or five of the smaller
operators present at the meeting;- i.e. Banks,
Parkingson, Jemnish and one or two others. The men
did not aequaint me with the details of their grievances
nor the nature of the demands mpon the employers but
from the general discussion it would seem that short

.weights, weighing after sereening, company store

practices and violations of the provisions of the Mines
Act are the principal difficulties.

There were about 65 present at the meeting,
only two of those who spoke scemed to hold communishic
ideas. Both these men were British. '

On Thursday September 3 at 10 p.m. I interviewed
C. C. Morfit, President of the Coal Operator's Associa-
tion who fiatly refused to see any men representing the
urion and szid his association were unanimously of the
same opinion. His only reasen for his attitude was
that the uwnion was s communistic organization and as
such would not be recognised by his association. He
agreed however, to have a meeting of the operators
that I might attend.

Or Friday September 4th at 10.00 a.m. I met the
operators at Mr. Freegman's office in Bienfait. Those
present, Megsrs, E. C. Garnmer, W. Hamilton, H. Wallace,
C. C. Morfit, Alex Wilson and J. Petersen. After
discussing the situstion from tem o'clock until
12,30 the operators agreed to meet a committes of the
men provided- -the committee was composed entirely of
men actually employed in the mining fields of the
Estevan or Biemfait district. :

Friday at 2.00 p.m. I interviewed Sgt. Mulhall,
R.C.¥.P., D. Bannatyne, Mayor, also Perkins, MclLeod, M.L.A.,
. and Calvert, and other citizens all of
whom seemed %o have considerable sympathy with the men
although 21l were opposed to the organization of any

. group afiliated with the internationsl revolutionary paETLY .

_ Friday at 3.00 p.m. I interviewed Jas. Sloan,
President, WM. J. Forkﬁn,[secretarg, as well as well as
several other members of the Miner's Umion in Sloan's
office, presented the resolution of the operators which
Sloan promised. me would recelve careful consideration
by his exeeutive that afternoon and womld also be
discussed at a public meeting of the miners to be held

that evening in Bienfait.
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Baturday, September 5th at 9.00 g.m. I went
to Bienfait and interviewed Mr. Freeman, also spent
the forenoon znd up to 3.00 p.m. interviewing individuidl
operators. I convened another meeting ot their
assocliation to be held in the office of the Truax Traer
Compary at 3.00 p.m. Saturday. At the conclusion of this
meeting it was announced that the operators had decided
to stand pat and not meet the members of the wnion.

NOTE., Mayor Bannatyme called me on the phone Monday
afternoon to consider the advisability of two or

three individualzoperators attending the meeting of the
men called for that evening. I sugzgested that it

would be good policy to attend the meeting and I under-
stand that Messrs. Garner and Freeman did go %o the
meeting but were refused any information as to the
nature of the demands of the men.

L“TT (Y\\G\\\Gij

Document 9



COPY OF TELEGRAM SENT TO HON. G. D. ROBERTSON} Ottawa.

Regina, September 9, 1931.

Hon. Senator R@ber£SQn,
Minister of Labour,
Ottawa.

Re Estevan strike James Slaan later of Calgary ‘

.and Alberta coal fields together with M, J. Forkin

of Winnipeg organized branch of Mine Workers of Canada

at Estevan two weeks ago STOP. My deputy interviewsd
‘men who nndoubﬁedly have number of grievances both
real and inaginary but their lesders Sloan and Forkin
will not reveal men's demands STOP Operators at
first refused o meet union representatives becaumse

of admitted affiliation with third internationale STOP

-Eventually two leading operators met union delegation
and offered %o negotiate but union refused. to reveal
its demands unless all operators present hence in
absence of some operators union called strike for
Tuesday morming last STOP  S8ix hundred men are out and

- roads to all mines picketed all quiet however and

- unless union prepared to negotiate with fair opserators
feel strike will fail because of demands of uremployed -
for chance %0 work prompted by feeling that uwnion not
acting properly in refusing teo state its demands and
negotiste with these operaters who desire to be fair
to workmen STCOP One large mine proposed operate next.
day or two when real test of situation may be revealed
STOP Advised Sloan Monday to apply for board of
con0111atlon before gelng on strlke but advice ignored.

“ Jour A. Merkley.
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Cafm /DA.M_G) @/v/‘//c@/

/g@ns Black i)ay
3/

“Atter .three. dra.ggmg Wse 5 af
disgengion in the Estevan coal-
field two men have been killea |
and m!m]r injured in a pitched
battle in the streets: ' Somehody |
has a lot to amswer for. "All over |
the world the development of coal |.
fields ,has been. accompanied by |
bloodshed a.nd wolence. and: \t,hera )
will- be ‘many- who. _thmk that- It
wonld: ‘be- ‘hettar o els ]
Estevan field than __0 add st
mora Joss of hfe o - tha.t sta.ggern "
mg toba.l : S

" The story as. wer ]mva it is a8l .
old as the ‘history ‘of the: indugtry.
The workers cla,lmed grieva.ncas,f
and mlsera.ble wt}rk:mg conditions.|
| The m.lne ‘owners denmd tha.t;
‘there is.. ground for- t}lese ‘COm- |}
nlamts and: Tefuised . to meét thej;
=umcm | formed Sby the stnkers,_
c]a.lmmg they were agltator-lad and}
had :Communist- afﬁl;a.tmns. The
digpiite ‘dragged ‘on, and. aven ‘the;
gppearance - ‘of a- . Domtinion cun~-
ciliazfor and- the -appointment or a
Commission _to. mvest:.ga.te comdi-’
tions had. mo.. result. Then the
men-._decided to: hold a pa.rade
thrnugh the town of Estevai. A'
penmt was rei‘used * The. pa.raﬁe|
ook ;ﬁace in spite of the refusal,}
atid . contact between police and'
stnkem touched: off' the expio.smn !

It s fmrly certam tha.t had the|
parade permnt heen granted, no
loss -of life wonld have resulted::
Thig hag been the usual exuerlence
in" the past.- Syrely a parade is
an. absurd ivsue oz yhich to staké'
lfe and death. ' ‘The. whole issue
sheuld ha.ve heen grappled mth-

t'ne' sh'ad'-ov-r of ’l‘uesdaiy’s tragetif,'
making the.'whole problern amore '
camplica.ved one: to ha.ndla. i

tions . of extremmm ag !

strike leaders, these: ar:e -issnes
on” which judgmént must: ba-de-| .
ferred until such ‘time as:thé Gom-
mission has. made-1ty- 'report. ‘Too
ek time- ‘has been lost. Tt must
he hoped . speedy eonelusion il
ibe- reached. IR
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* warrants for the

- "TA royal commission is investigating the’
strilie in the Estevan.coal field and 1o doubt’
. that inquiry will bring to light alk the causes,
“upderlying the:-trouble; Pending the report
.of the commission and. in: view of the ob-|
- geurity which surrounds the dispute and the'.

unsuccessful negotiations preceding the un-

fortunate climax, it is useless to -sp'ec;ilate :
‘on the grievances of the men Or on the atti-

tude of the operators towards the strike

leaders and officials of the recently formed.

branch of a somewhat nebulous union. The

“parade in. Estevan which, led to.the-fatal
- clagh with the_p_olice',_'isﬂ,-however, a-different,

matter. It was the outcome of feslings in-
“ flamed by: professional agitators ‘and respon~

sibﬁiitif résts directly on’ the'ghoulders of the!

‘strike Teaders‘fromsoutside the district, who

_took charge of. the miners’ actiw_.r_ities; The
_methods ‘adopted. were typieal-of agitators.

“of the class to which they belong and the

outcome was one which too often follows

 that kind of Jeadership. The parade in Est-

évan ‘was not, 'so. far as can be seen, neces-

sary, nér could it have contributed any-

thing to their ‘argiment even had it been
“held with the approval of the civic officials.
‘But when forbidden by the mayor of the
- town, who had ample authority and police

officers to.enforce his authority, the strike

‘leaders mmust have known almost exactly

what would happen and what -did happen

In the face of that they persisted and st

fairly and squarely on them ‘must rest Te

* .gponsibility for the conflict. It is to be notel
- that, so far as reports from Estevan state

none of these leaders and organizers wex
in' the front rank of the attacking mob

. Prominent in the district for the past threc

‘weeks, - they: disappeared immediately after
the battle and haye zot been seen since
while officers. scour the. couniryside - with
. The official’ inguiry ‘info the strike under
Judge "Wylie -acting as ‘commissioner, be-

.gan -yesterday and, after -organization, ad-

journed -until opday. . Judge Wylie was ap-

pointed :Gommissions in September:22,-g1e]
week -bel the st eached its climax,
‘but the"dppoimtm: wag not- confirmed by

Ottawa until the day .of the:disturbanece.
Whetlier or not the starting. ofsthe inguiry
at an earlier date would have prevented  the
eccurrence; the people of Saskatchewan will
want to khow why it- was delayed. . - :
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thers today, said the striking miners
‘1of such action by breakihg the law |-
- |ing for & board of coqcﬂiatlon.
‘|lof mahy Teports concerning ‘the |’
jorigin and history of. the strike;
;| Senator :Hobertson - gaid -that -some
.|months "ago the Mine Workess!
;|organizer, Who: had been- actlve' in |-

i | form. & bran

| The présent strike 1g,

'|[for a board -of conciliatlon, was
s |illegal. - Thet department. of labor at
.|ohce offered lis'services through a

SLOAN 1S BLANED <.

R ESTEV.‘N TRIUBI.E

Sen. Ro‘bertson Says. ca.lgary
Mme “Workers' Premdent
Fed Men Wﬂ‘.h' :Dlscontent

- ..:‘._-._.'.—._...... e

tragic nots. is-latd by Senatur' ‘G, D
|Robeértson, federal minister of lahor, |
on James Sloan,. .of Calgaly, presi-
dent of the . Mine “Workers' union;
and his -ossociates, :lncluding [
womnan, Mrs. -Alex.. BOId. - i
Replying . to -oritidisms . of -His gov-
ernment _fop  not .taking actlon [
sarlier, the senator, in an interview |,

themselves precluded the hossibility
in- quitéing- work' without. first’ ask-
Afiier gquestioning -the authmticity :

0 sa.ska.tchewa.n 40l
of ‘the’ unlon’ ‘Hege, |
He fed the Ilamesf ‘of discontent and |-
made statements,” nos yes. ‘authentt-
cated, as to the men's g

‘he fact s sald: bhe. mhinister.of |
Iboy, “the sctlon® - the- men in
golng on-strike withotit. first asking

conciliation officer in 'an effqrf; to

bring  the. pa.rties together.”

No. further action could be - taken,
continued the senator, - untdl the-men

veturned - to " work--pnd “Cinie’ within:

the law orice more, . AS & resulbt the|
depaitment’s chief conciliation. ofﬁc-[
er, M. 8. Camplell, 'was" sent o - Hste
van 10.-reason: with ‘the . ers and
for g few days met - wit ppa.rent
] e progresswas me

ving-to the abtibude
of the ‘strike. leadefs, and. it was.de:

cided to appoint Jidge Wylig, of Es
teyan, as & -commissioner: under thi

Industrial ‘Trades DIsputes “Inguirie

act, in the hope ~that -his positio]

and inﬂuence would alter’ the situa

tiom.

Oon Mondav, _sald: the :pinister.
interviewed Judge Wylie,” giving hix
a free hand. and appointing W.-!
Perkins, of Estevan, as counsel 1

1bring -out the. fa.cts.-. )

"It 1s.my view,” Sengator Robertsu
stated, “thdt the men’ probably “hat
some grievanmces,. But they shou]
have submitted ‘them In a Jegal wa
$0 that a-iproper  inguiry could ‘K
made. T belleve, however, that i
men as individuals are-not ab.all ud
ruly or unfair, but that they are ve
badly advised: by-thelr leaders, Slo
Scarlett and the woman Boruk, Whos
activities were very -undeégirable a.n‘
of no adyantage to the meén.

“I notice, too, that-on the whole
‘red leaders -responsible for-the untes
have a-way of finding safety in ab
sence when real frouble staris.”

“It Is fo be hoped,” ke concluded
“that as a resultl.of the Ingquiry nob
under .way the men will return
work pending .a -permanent; setitle

dnent and Testore the status quo.”




R.CM.P’ Officorst | |
- Wall by Mob, Bruised, Woungog,
- When Hit by Missiles Thyown

. By Attackers

TWO BYSTANDERS ARe it By = .
- BULLETS DURING sTREET FIGHT
7 ' to "Fighting_,Pitch,_ Driven
.z_fom-.Estevqn Only When Police Fire
Them; 600 in Motor Caval:
cade F: rom Bienfait =~

' -‘EY'Staff.Iigpmér;_“ L .
Following o day when the

and bombat waged whes 400
With R.C.M.P. officers: ¢ o 40
usly injured and i hog
DINor: injaries rag the o
:-ba,ttle Which raged in Estevan e (as the
, hGHI‘T'I‘_ueSdayTaf‘ternqon_ . . :
wo of the. woundeq strikers, Mike Kyatioh ouis
S e el Strikers, | \yatick ang T -
| ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ’ﬁ%’é%féﬁ*b“ileﬁ.wmd Passed through Kyatick’s hode
s 1eart, and Revay: wrag Shot In'the chest and thieh
" Two . Mouuted . Policg'  gffie. tables. pros. thigha
Sutherland. wepe haar. ros. Sfficers,  constables. Pafmer 5.
tsiﬁtil; rlarljl;ll’ Wir'-{i bﬁédléhlilt m the fracas. "Palmergﬁléjnslg'fﬁied'
iont o 8T, - while” Sigtherland’s slay s fhactared and. hio
Spine injured. E' o ﬁ_’. 11]1%\ was &
o Five bystandey
Woman, 5
;b%ttlé

,‘[ ties resulting from. the-
| Striking mingpg clashed

Two dead, 12 gerip
lj othery suffering from

el Riatick, -

n,bystander; Miss Lo~ -

i ’ 7 ; : Staff Sergt. -
Mortimer, - R.OMP,, _badly.‘—‘bmiséd_ -Bhoulder; Sergeant .-

- Molyneux, R.CM.P.; left esr to 5. Ohief ;- 6f  Police A, - Me-

" Cutcéheon, ‘head wound; Constabie Sutherland, R.CMP., frac-
tured. skull; ‘Constable “‘Robertson, - B.CM.P., scaip woulid; - Con-

‘stable Palmer, R.C.M.P., bullét wound in leff arm. :-° - .

. King, Nelson, Engla d, “bystander. .
T S llive 'B\utterworth,.f-"]ﬁs‘tsva,n, - sl : teacher;

. . Eonr ‘ofher police’ Pfiicers, Wiho refused to be treated in
_view of the, hospit@ls-beiqg _crowﬂedi'-')nire1-e also slightly. injured. i
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el

Bde*éd?ﬁgmm
ihe rioters. Tugsday. Hom M. A

"i|eral of Sagkatchewan, has indicat-

:Inartia} law if necessary, had been

. B, Bannatyne that the :situation
Yowas

U -Ag the m

i Send . Reinforeements : .
< Tuesday night a detachinent of
Mounted Police left Regina by spe-
vial  train for Estevan. . They wiil-
reinfonce the mien- who' ‘stood. off
MacPherson,, KT, attorney-gen-
ed to the authorities al Estevan
that preparations for any” eventu-
ality, even 4o the declaration of

made. . He was assured by Mayor
well in hand at Estevan, and

e would be no necessity of de-
mdrtial- law -, for -the

ther
claring:,
present,
T The. striking miners
=arly - Tuesdoy forencon at Bien-
fait, then proceeded in lorrvies. and
ears 19 Taylorton, where they

 ments for the police, and -

ed to search .for st

' start his work W
: stated.

" massed ]

P

- vl
reinforce-
this, they
Wwould reach Estevan

, tos

government requesting

‘Were 'assured,
Tuesday night Lo
‘During the night, pélice patrolled
the town of  Estévan, and continu-
T strikers who took
part in the rioting during Tuesday
afternoor.. iThe. authorities ex-
pressed theé belief that there would
be no more outbreaks. '
Judge E. R. Wylie,. .appointed
comnissioner to investigate the
trouble in the mining field, wiil
ednesday, it was

-

picked ‘up an-sdditional numiber of
stiilers, and went to the .Grescent
Collieries, one mile past®™of Fste-!
van. From the collieries the sirike|
et@ started for Eotevan. On arriv-|
ing in the town. they. were met by%
a cordon. of . police, but “some of
them managed to ecircle around
and rteach the -town hall;, where!
two of their vumber fell later trow.)
bullet wounds, dying on the Hospi-!
tal steps. . |

' Thvow Missiles ab Police .

en -from .the first lorry
_conveyamce

jomped- froma their-
they began- to hurl -
iron pipe, stones and other. mis
siles at- the police, - who. were
gradusally driven -

town hall’ wall. Striking miners

appeared from every part of the

town, and in a few minutes about
400, 1

dren, were milling" in the-. first
oriners' © riot .. in'  Sadkatchewan.
Within & few minutes the fire bri

hricks  cast-| -

back apainst " the!

gome womeén and a few chil

‘Bade was called out. WNo sooner
hiad the firemen started to play the
hose on the strikers, than some of
them manned the engi
out of. commiszion. 'The firemen
fled from thé scene. Policemen
contimued to shoot -their revelvers
in’ the air but this did ot intimi-

we.and putitl

date- the sirikers, Police reinforce~ |

ments, men who had heen called to.
patrol duty st -the -mines, ¥ughed in
and, with levelled rifles bégan, th.
scatter “bullets -into’ the CTosd  of |
strikers. The miness, . intimidated, |
teft. the sceme of - attle, running!

: and  sitests,
oint ontside;

By 4:15 o
lad. cedsed
the town
taken jart .
restoring. - ‘of
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Jtion  officer,

5,
et

LL:«-}""* o

.F udge Wyhe Delays Pmbe

Rep r) -
AN Sept. " 25—Judge E.
.R Wyhe, of the diztrict ecourt,

Estevan, has delayed hig investiga-|M,.

tion into the gtrike situation. in this
area, peading word from Ottawa.

Hls honor was -appointed Tues-

day as a commissioner undér the
Enguiries aci. to’

has erippled indusiry in the Este-
van and Bienfait districts. The
strike sector was gquiet all day Fri-
day, the warring bodies -apparently

each waitimg for a move on the|.
‘RAOCMP. officers

part of the other.
are kee.pmg a vigilant watch on
the’ mine fields, and while all iz
peaceful on the sector, this is being
regarded as the calm Wlnch pre—
cedes the storm.

. While Judge Wylie is deﬂa.ying
hig investigations
gifuation, the ruomor grows in per-
sistency that, in view of the col-
(lapse of negotiaténns bebween the
miners and the Dominion. concilia-
who ~ left Hstevan
Thursdey _nig'h-t,b.'

planned to start hig ihwestigations
writhin two days of his appoint-
ment ag commissioner,

An  organization convyention of

the United Farmers of Canada was
heid . in Este“van Fnday aftmoun

investigate - all.
asgpects of the 18-&3.3?'.‘---st.r.ike' whiéh -

into” the strike

the commission
may be cancelled, Judge Wylie had-

Mrs, A, Eddy, president of the
&. 8. mine . auxiliary of the

Miners’ .Uznion, outlined the condi-

tions which -exist amongthe minera
-and thelr families ahd zppealed-to

the farmers to support’ them with
food and relief. Gordon Galloway
wds ‘chairman of “fhe meeting,
which was attended by about 100
persons, and ‘which was addressed
by J. ¥, Herman aud A J. Me-
Auley.

No further attempt ﬁas yet been

‘made by the strikers to -prevent

work at the Truax-Traer mine, the

-only” lange mine ‘operating in the

field and over which hétween two
and.three hundred miners swarmed

‘op Thursday Morning. Officials of

the -miners’ union maintain siledce

as to what they intend to do in-
'this regard.

. . Developments, how-
evVeT, - &Ye eaqpected at any fime,
The {etachment of RCMP offie-
ers in the district iy being in-
‘ereaged, and the district wa1ts in
grave aniicipation for the  next
move in the complex situation.
Rumior was current Friday night

that a number of the small oper-|.

ators in .the field, who eazrly in the
week' a.zgreed fo

draw.

W ile‘(no-‘sband'- wasg taken by
-body on the issues of the strike,

recognize the!
miners’ union; are seeking to with=1]

o o R
A i &’. et =
‘:;ﬁ‘ w..'gh i _} ™

Sz
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Unrest Marks Village: nfait: a5 Strikers Gather on
' - Street Corners .]‘)isi_i:us'sing__i-_Situation;" B
S L May Call Mebting

ESTEVAN,’Sept. Ma—Completecollapse ‘of mediation’ betiveen

striking miners and: mine oper: ators ‘emyphasized by a threatened attacly

wpon | the . Fruax-Traer ' Com nys  holdings. Thursday miormng-
ghrouded the-strike ared in a sinjster- cloalk today. D

Unrest marked the mining village. of Bienfait a -strikers - gath: |

S

' ored oI oorners and in public g N ls veniting further negotiations With

government officials -and representatives’of the: operatoxs.. ‘A, confer--

ence with officials of the Truax-Traer Company was also waited. .
. .Repoits indicsted that com lete Teversal of: a second minexs’ ‘CoD-

niittes upon the:proposed agreement of the first commitiee, ‘Wednes- .

. day- night, had “again ‘brought the sirike to a deadlock.
MMITTEE REEJECT® S S

iORIGINAL AGREEMENT e

Hopes that strilsers wotld be .back at

3 o . Tk

work Friday morning W

tiated according..l
conciliation office

will leave for Ottawa ‘Friday morning.

The answer of the striking miners to the

tiate with workmen on "the premises, ostensibly to solicit:

tion- immed'ia.tely arrived.
MEETS OFFICIALS
Dan/Moar, presidént. of the. strilke-
ing mainers’ executive commities,
1 met officials of the company in the
apsence of B, W. ‘Garner, manager,

and. 2 meeting_was ‘arranged. for 6

| o’clock, Thursday -€vening.

1154 g -
-Operators are  geeking additional

| preparedness. “to. gommence opera-

‘) potige -protection, . “indicating’ their

Lfions in'8il ‘mines. - Wires bave

‘been despatchied:to: Oftawa and o
the .. rprovincial © attorney- general
\seeking . ihis additional protection.

- With the collapse of aftempts ‘to
coneiliate, ihe . mediator, ‘Judge.
Wylie, of Esteévan,-is- expected .im-;

- representatives . of | the .- striking’

‘| miners and the '-Qppl;g’ébﬁ'}to “alr

]-"the'i'r grievapoes. .

. ere

dashed to the ground when' 3 second committee repregenting’ the mintrs '

refused to meet the agreement made: the. original commitiee, . This

agreement which had been proclaimed sra.ti.sfactorsr-to all had been nego- °
heg..to inforhlation’--a:vaila.b_le'--'by M. -§. -Calupbell, chief

the Domision. Mr. Campbell it is expected, uriless -

definite assurance of & return o the origidal agreement is experienced, j

_ 3 1 the.failure -of the two. groups. -
to come to:terms was géen - in the =rrivel at _the pruax-Trier heldings,
-early Thursday morning, of about 200 mén. These men sought to nego-
their support ;

.-

to the upion, -but would net ‘e heard.. Threats -previously . made “to
destroy the’ maachinery -of the Pruax-Traer Company, ‘which is"the only E
major mine at pres'ent_'operating,'Were" kept iir‘:'mi_nd';a,nd-_p()lice:p_rc_ptec- i
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" .union of-Cenada todg; :
James Sican, :president of “the

mine. workers, criticized the. action.
,of the Defenders: league, ~which
propuses to recruit- 600  men and
send them o [Hstevan ta work the
mines left 1dle by the minérs strike .
a. week . ago.. Lewid: Macdonald,
‘president of {ke Deferiders!. leage,:
organized to-stem -the-tide of T
mounism and . protect BFitish. 8Gl
-jects, is forming the - baialionfiof
600 whick.he hopes to ldnd at Hs-
tevan Saturdey.. ... .
) _All Britigh S8ubjects:, -
" The men will be- gathered frop
‘Calgary .and’ distriet. and their
otk will be to carry on the mine

operationg nntil- the. strike “is end-

ed. Mr. Mecdonald © 5aid “ihe mien
-would be cared.for by hld.organiz
“Ation . when, their . work wis com-
pleted _at  Egtevan, -put he hoped
that a nimber of them would feé-
main in the, cozl fislds. Mr. -Mac-
donald ~etnpbagized that the 'uen
destined for. Esgtevan-were all Brit-
ish subjects. He- reiterated - his .or-
|'ganization dig not aind at lowering
“wages. or ingtigating “seabbingi”
‘but only wishéd to end the.onward
march. of :the communism. which
“was . causing’ discomtent among
workera: S L

. Members
-union; however; greatly  resent. tix
Trefenders’;league:action.. The un-
een :aupporting; the strile-

A thie ‘rat o

of the Mine Workeérs’
the

i O

for several:--weeks, . have -sppealed
to the Mine Workers' Union.of Can-
ada, in. convention-here, far -asgist-
-ance. " The- striking {
wages aliegedly i i
pleaded for aid. and -th

' cided to. despatch a mian 10 LU
jscene: o'_'_-1nye5!tigatgi__'_cpnd;tipns. o




LL;3 e
‘Goes Tnito. Action -at- Cal-
-gary; Will Come Here:
CALGARY, - Alia., Sept. 15— .
Strike-breakers will -be recrulted
in Calgary.and district and: sent
to fthe miniig field'-of Eitevan,
Sasl., in' an -attempt to ‘end the-
Btrike in. progress there.” Abont -
600 men -will:.  gathered . here- |
mines with the.

and sent :'i?t'; e
I g;‘}:ect”of ‘breaking

8. the “first : official st
Red. Interngtional: Labor:U ioni
and “the -Canadian” nds
that if 'they. are,
hold on other: .
Strikes will. he vithl L
- Mz MacDonald declared: that his
organigation. was: . organizing:. a
group of British subjedts, “hegotia-
tighg are under way-to have these!
men-transported to the fislds, The
_'jrecruiti_ng_ofgi_ce._-;will ‘be the Cana-
‘dian ip'efe_ndez_'s’"’hgadgua,rte_rs: and.
it wilt'be open in about ‘two . diys,”
Te. added.- Xt was:Hoped”

6800 amen: wonld . ildhi
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-ANNOUNGEMENT : MADE:
- BY UNION: PRESIDENT |

Pravmc.l.a.l. Officials Fail: to'_

B-A
etely tieng
€8 of the Este-

' i_olence it an:r ‘ot the
mines. a.tte pt to def}f the stn}:e.

erators qf_ the dlstrict dld
d a3’ confeTence call ad- by

other orga.mza.hon such-as his thet
by His own sta.tement boasts.a dlrect
connection with the “entire - Work-
werg” Uhity League ‘and: the Red In-
ternationale. of Sovief. Fussia. We¢'
‘have at any and. all -times; bein
williag, to meet,the employees 91
; ONF .COmMPANY- ta ‘diseuss any - aT1EV:
-ances- or- complaints. “This polmv
-we- will - gongingg . to - Toll W, -
“weltome . dxscussmg
mutnal interast,”
Consldermg'__'
_special' zaeet

| morning

O'W'n compames 01‘
mittee represent'ng
loyees,: t defl

the walkou ] hasr

o eg :
i “Mmers wete: not getting credxt- .
for all the "cod ey, dugs - iey |
were  being. cheated “on- th

.rarheets, many wWere workmg

15 :hours. a day; _they "

to deal -at- i . , .
where, -Slean ch.a.rged mlsta.kes An |
addition -of - theu' Y decounts
often - cost - them #s -much’ .ag $10.}

_but the mine ‘boarding - hotse had

Document 20

Single men who:lived.in. any place|

“to -pay. an mrerhea.d ax-of; 51 a.
‘month. Stead; OTKErs ~were .Gon-
“stantly-in’dek sthie mihing eom-
panies, and many of ‘them had
|1aboret1 month.in and ‘moenth out_
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ithe ‘Bstevanrcoal area of commun-
. istie ‘propaganda, resulted in- the

400 Men ‘Now Believed Idle as|
. Eight Mines Tdie Monday
.., Mommg -
 ESTEVAN, Sept. 8.—AlL
though provincial government |
officials. have, su ggested]
‘miners and- operators make !
application -tp ‘Otfawa for’ a
board - of* conciliation, under
the Industrial Dispufes Act,
no -action had been taken’ af
‘nobm, Tosday. - |
‘Word toiHis. -effect - wa
given The Star'late Tuesday
-afternoon. - Under: the Indus-
| irial Disputes Act the pr
vineial “government: is = pre-
vented from taking any active:
pairt: inl ‘the: strike arbitration;
altholigh ¢ffiders:of the' pro-:
inci ren ha,v_elent‘

BSTEVAN, Sept.. 8—Negotia-|
tiond“bétween milers and’operators.
_reached. a cliniax Tuesday. roorning:
iwhen ahout 400 'men:in the southsi
Tern: Saskatchew: 3 i 1k-

ilast week arose over ¢
‘with company stores, “housing and
poarding ‘house: ‘arrangements,
“weights oh which thé miners ‘a.re]
paid and wages. .

f Communist workers - from ‘Alb"er-l
tta who have bieen -in: the field dur-
jing the past. week -although "not|
lactively volcing" their -opinion dur-|
‘ing the meetifigs: are. alleged -to
fhave been working silently -among
‘the men. Government ‘investigh-
| tion of the ‘sudden appearance in

{ digcovery .ofwmany .copies’ of. the!
communist paper Zhe, Worker.”
Minerg andoperatora ‘have .been
negotiating 7 since “‘Thursday, ahd’
meetings - have -been; held daily.
About nine major- mines- are sa.idﬁ
to be affected. . Thos: M. Moiloy, |
deputy miniSter of railways, iabor |
-and industries, attended the meet- |
ings of behalf; of the government
jduring. Thursday, ¥riday and: Sat-
inrday, | - . 3 oL

ubles

W-Y SO

ause of Troul

I AT eI VIEw, WIkIL The Star, ||
I Tuesday, Hom.. J. A. Merkley,. min- |
i ‘ ad abor. and’ indus- {
185y the. matter
|'would’. now -l "with  the. . federal
mgm_ferqm‘e_:nt under::a; fedefal :sta-
I'tute dealing. withiWage earners and
He- supposed--that thei

‘cominunicate: with
rnment o the

iat by
Ctries, ind

i Dissatisfaction: wi
of pAyment’is_ oite
imafters-upon which then
'operdtors have arbitrated. ~ during
the -weél-end. - ‘The-question has
arisen: @f to. : whether - payment
should be mads .onwelglits before
‘or after screening. oo
Miners -also’ allege ' ‘that prices
cand chargeg: in . company ‘gtores,
houses and bosdrding hounses are too |
high., - Efforts have, been made by
the .-men .o have' . thése prices
.brought down. The " question_ . of
wages is also being ~gonsiderad.
. Homn, M. A, MacPherson, IGCh ¢
rattorn ey-general, declined to ‘make-
any comment -as to whether the
' government’ planned: 1o -investigate
‘fhe -movements = of Communist
workers in the coal drea, When’ in-
terviewed by The Btar. .. . . "
Dealing with the situation, ‘Tues-
-day, Premier. Anderson said: ©. N
1 ‘@Phe provincial govérnment has
been in touch with th ituation in’
the Estevan and Bourls -codl:tields
and, the industrial dispute existing,
there. . L L
“Through  the départment - ol
lahor efforts were Thade to:'bring
the conflicting interesis together,
‘The -jurisdiction.of the, pri rince” in
settling ihdustrial disputes. was Yo-
stricted - by ‘legislation - passed 1
Saskatchewan in 1026, whereby,’ it;
iwas “enacted that ihe Dom nion’ Lo~
dustrial Dispute: vestig: tion: Act!
.should apply to every inpdustrial dis-i
_ pute of the nature” definéd ‘in-the!
Dominion Act. o o
“We are hopeful’ that the situa-
tion will not prive gerious in-that]
we are -advised that. the operators]
are prepared. to make -concessions
and “we -believe the great body of
men employed in the mines will:be
reagonable in their attitnde”™ ° °

- Canadlan Press: L
TQTTAWA, Sept. 8.~¥mtil - strik-
ing miners in "the Hstevan,- Sask.,!
district. returnto. work “the Indus-
trig] Disputes E’ct .cannot be invol-
ed to deal with the situation, de-
partment of labor .officialy explain-:
ed. hefe Tuesday, The statute em-
pawers the minister-of abor to s€t
up ‘a-hoard oft coxeiliation” to -deal
with disputes between = employers
and . employees, but does noi cover
a situstion where :a sirike has al-
ready been ‘precipitated. . )
In many---cases, however, em-
ployees -on sirike have been fnduc-|
ed to teturn to work pending a de-;
piston DY board: of ‘cohcilation
which canitlien be set up. Wo of-
£ the Ksievan 'sttjikew
e’ department. early,

A N sk., Sept.. 8.—An
‘appeal for relief For. the 500 miners:
on -strike in the ‘Estevan district:
wag veceived today by the head!
gtfice of .the Fanmers. Unity League |
in Saskatoon, ‘The'branches of this |
‘organization are requésted-to send |
foodstusfs or cash addressed to the:
‘Mine Workers™ Tnion' of +{anada \
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Commiskioner oi/ %abor

Arriving This Evening
10 Attempt. Adjust-

“ment. :

In a statement over long-

distance telephone np 3.00

o'clock - this ‘affernoah, Hon.

M oAz MacPherson, Attorney.

general for the: prévince, am.

nounted--that Thos. M. Molloy,

Commissio’ncr of the Depart.

ment of - Labor, will make g

complete investigation of the

situation, that has’ developed.-

in the mineg of this district,
This decision was  reached

at a special meeting of the’
Cabinet which ‘went into ses-
sion. at 130 o’clock. Mr. Mol-
¥ ‘was to leave immedi_ate’ly"
for Estevan, ang- will  arrive
this. evening, He will study
the - differences which have
arisen betwesn the ‘coal oper.
ators and the miners, and will,
if possible, arrange’ an adjust-
meant between them, = -

A conference between jig rep-
resentatives and the ¢oal operat-
ors of the distriet hag been called
for this, Thursday, evening by the

Newly organized _loga} branch_ of. |

the Ming Workers” Union of Can-

ada, at which ‘Provosaly” f5p. . the

improvem-ent_ of
ing . conditiong in:
will . be submitted. o

James Skoan of Calgary, Dam-
inion president  of - ‘the iinerg
;Union, has Leen tha. leading spipit
in the formation of  th
branch, which now "
; 600 members, “Thera
! nothing unreasowahble { Joui
mands,” he, stated. again’ in-an in- .
terview .on Tuesday, “but--if we

nd - work-
“ne: - Cloalfields

can’t’ get, ,th.enci,_-w-e-_mq,y have to I
| take ‘united” action.”. Oirer ‘his sig-

i nature the following letter has heen
‘sent by -registered -majl to each of
the distrief's’ cpal operators:-
. 7.30 Tonight i
AL a meeting held at. Bienfait |
‘on August;ﬁﬂ,jlaal; ‘comiprised of ]
_commitﬁe_efé‘,{g;pré’seﬁtihg the ' em-
. ployees of all minag in’ this, dis-
" triet, which. “hawve W
themselves. ing
-ers’ Unjon.of
struebadif duestiyoeil. £ pre-
sent at a . joint- conference of -all }
CPErators and miinens” Tepresenta- |
tives, for the Purpose of reaching |

and day wage rates, and housing |
and - working cofiditiong. in and |
around fhe mines in ‘this distrief. [

“The C‘onferenpe. Wwill 'be held in |

the Town Hall at Fstevan on |
Thursday, Sept. 3, at 7.30 o’clock.

“You are urgently requested to |
attend.” ‘ b

A agreemyént om Hours, contract |

Tt was . learned by The Mercury |
this morning that the operators of
the larger mines of the field, rep-
resenting over 909 of" the total.
output, would refuse td atténd the
conference .and were notifying |
Sloan. tp that' effect today. One of ;-
them expressed his atiftude asg
follows! “We will not meet Sloan
0T any other representative of an
organization” stch as “his, " that: by
his own statement ‘boasts a direct
connection. with the ‘entire- work-
ers” Unity Leagie and -the - Red
Internationale of - SBoviet Russia’

lority of the operators,

We have, af any ‘and all timesg,
been willing to- meet the employ-
ees of our company to discusy any
grievances op complaints, Thig
policy we will.. continue to _follow,
and welcome . diseussing matters
of mutual interest.” This, it .ig

1

| found, is. the.attitude. of the maj-

Denies Red Connection

| - Sloan _Vvigorously . denies. the

" ["Red” connection attributed to his

Organization.” Tha Ming _W_Erkers’;_'
‘Unioh of Canada, hé-sa.ys;:\is dix
rectly linked ‘up with “the Red In-
ternationale of Labor Uniots. Thid
latler body, hs declares, has n

" political affiliations, and is not

branch of the Communigt rarty as

hag been stated. He claims to be

interested solely in Securing “their|
Hghis Sor the miners of the dis-,
‘trict. In an address. last week »'hej
‘branded working : conditiong ‘here;
‘as “déplorable” Miners were not!
getting credit for all“the coal they!
dug; they were. heing cheatéd on

the taly sheets, Many were work-

ing fourteen .-and si¥teen hours a

day. They were forced to -deal at

mine -company stores .where, Sloan.
charged, mistakes in’ addition .of

their accounts offen ecost them: ag

much a2 $10.00. Bingle men “fho‘;
lived anyplace but in ‘the ml_neﬂ"
boarding houses had ‘fo. pay_an:
overhead ‘tax - of: $i & mpnt_h‘.,.;
Steady workers were: ¢onstantly in
debt to the mining companies, and.
many of them had labored. month |
in and month out without raceiv
ing aby cash. at all '.[f_l‘xgse'_‘_wer-
some of the grisvances . held By
the miners againgt thes operators |
.which will be..covered. in the pro-!
posals the Union- wi present to-’
“night, e T
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COMPLAINTS OF
. MINERS HEARD

Coml_mssmn a,t.‘ Este?.x.'l (gon-

. tinues Sessions .

. .Uxclusive 16 The Star =
) ESTEVA"\I ‘Oct. 24—Bootlegy ing
of groceries and other ¢ommeodities
encouraged in the Manitoba and
Saskatchewan- Mine due to rules
forcing ‘employees to deal’ with com-
pany - stores, the latter chargmg in
excess -of ‘the town stores’ prices.

Evidence to- thig effect wasg dd-
.duced before ife Royal Commis-

‘gion sitting here {o.enguire into
jconditions at: the Estevan-Bienfait

lighite field. .. The cominission
opened at 10 o'clock and adjourned
for -noon recess . at 1280 o'clock.

Mine witnesses appeared. ‘before the’

\ commisgion.

Madeline. Th-:oinpson, the wife of

‘@, miner, told the commission that

, she purchiased: meat outside and-

‘brought it into the mine at mijd-
night fo evade mspectwn. She
complained that prices at company

stores -were higher than outs:dei

‘gources.’

Mrs, I‘rancls' Gray stated tha.t.

she had . parecls from mail order-

stores” sent  to Taylorton post .of-
fice to avoid suspleion., - Bhe alzo
went at mght to buy mea.t from
farmers..

Mike Kresko complamed that Pay
lenvelopes - sent sealed from Winni-
peg . were -opened when miners re-
celved them. Deductions wete rade
in the.cffice of all supg, Joans and
fines before ‘men received the en-
velopes

e LT

E
3
o,



Wylie Royal Commission Gon,
pletes :H_earing of Fvidence |
f Bienfait, Mines, %td: |

: Tg go > ﬁiré I.

Mj@e Ma,ndgé;:' States. He Had!
Never Been Asked to Black- !
0 Ust Ay Mimer

(Leoler-Post, Speoial Press Bureay)

L 4
of eomplaints of employees at. Bien- }.
the' reply orf
Wrylie Royal [.

the- Causes [:
leading up to the 30-day strike will'*

fait Mines Itd, and
the _managemel_;f,. the -
commission brobe’ intg

Wednesday morning turn jtg Aatten-
tion to the Eastern
Hach of the. 8ix debd seam mineg n
the field will ‘be treated in the same:

Collieries Liq. |

nd- ind
investigation
well within 30 days, . . )

Jos. Eembridge, manager of the
-Bienfait

Enner, and: ications. ‘are that
the. i

; : . EuUhpowder
fumes, - against: which strong pro-
tést had Beon made by the strikers;
. Wet-Dry Enfries .
To Huestions put by 'W. J. Per
king, coinmigsion
bridgs stated Hhat
-received .any. “kick
régarding bailing
Seepase- from, ¢
they were working, Men

wet entries, -

he: nag ‘nevar
from the men
oul of water

‘Wworkin

. L them, and
more. money than'|

wilibe wound up|

-counmsel, Bem-| .

clared,
be roowis ‘in which |

e Y I
thpir: Tellowworkers in dry entries.”
‘"The witnesg absoiviad "the - e 15 )
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-of “the inthe,

from any Blame be-
1 04use the miners hag claimed thiey

WEre” not paid dop - and|

pumping! Frg ; h‘imself-__.m'aad]u

eXtra g] eSS in pay for thiz

wark, and if  theps WeTe any

¢hargas gf underpay, he himselr
Was-to‘ﬂ)lafme. o !
“No man can - say - fhat T ever

fired a man Tar ki
thingg like that»
He H

'I2nd been reinstated, He bad never

been asked by the mine owrners ta
“blagklist® 5 miner wig had. been '

discharged from the Service 'of an.

other mine in the Hald.
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foiir-year period; from 1827167

‘miners in the southern Saskatohe-
‘wan " lignite Held " averaged $79:22
per moxith..: Day men during. that
]Je_;ri'o'r_l;a;vera'.g'gd:_ $_95.'86'.'. =
These - figures Were: divaiged .be:
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| ESTEVAN, Sask, Oct. 5—Vhen |

employees of-the Bienfdit mine pro-
tested against alleged bad working
conditions; the invariable reply of
the management was to the effect,
“1f you don't.like it, pack your toos
and get out,” It ‘was charged hy

witnesses beforz the royal commis-|
Estevan- |

gion investigating the
Bienfait strike situation here today,

The inguiry opened at the couri
‘house with Mis Honor Judge E. R.
“Wylie presiding. An .order-in-coun-
~¢il bearing the great seal of Can-
‘ada-and tne signature of the Ear]
;of RBessborough, governor-general,
was read by Glew, .an-
noinecing His Honor's appointment
as a comimissioner to fuuy investi-
‘gate the-causes and circumstances
leading up fo the strike, which is
now 28 days old. ’

TO LAST A MONTH - .

‘Bienfait ‘mine who will give testi-
‘meny, were heard. today. One of
them had-not' completed his statle-
merit when His Honoer catled an ad-
journment late in the /afternoon.
Men from six .deep seam’ mines of
the “field will appear during the

hearing whiel, it was estimated zo-|

night, will ast about .30 days. . -
in  another room at the court

owerators . will meet to draw up a
temporary agreement by which the

ning that it wowd be succegsiul
'ne two withesses who gave evi-
|dence were J. F. Harris and Harry
Hegketh. The’'latter is secretary of
the loeal branch of the Mine Work-
ers Union of Canada, "Harris and

car of coal which passed. over the
tipple scales from the diggings, 950
pounds was deducied 1or sisck.
This was unfair, they clzimed, be-
cause the coal was rorked by the

deduction was far in excess of the
actual slack weight. They contend-

the basis of all coal loaded, regaru-|
less of slack. They also charged
that, although wvars were oatten
loaded as heavily as thres icns, the
tipple records mever credited them
higher than two tons, o

- vNo matter, bow we bank them
up,” . Hesketh' said, “they are -still
two tons.” C

found in old workings at the mine,

hdd béen another pgiievance gon-|.

tributing to - the strike, the wit-

nesses ciaimed. Ventilating fans (e |
clear the air in the mine were ot

properly located, and were not op-
erated often enough,: with the re-

sult’ that the men often ‘had to|

leave- their work for short intervals

on account of the ympure. atmos-|

phere. o

- The miners receivéd neo pay for
bailing out ‘water each morning
from -the. “rodmis~ in . which they"
worked: This often tock from 30
minutes to an. hour. Nor was any
.remuneration received for timber-
jing the roof- of the"“room” or re-
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house "Tuesday meorning iminers znd

‘men will return to ‘work pending}
the commission inguiry. The econ- |
ference is glated for 10 o'clock, and |
there was eveéry indication thiz eve-

Hesketh both stated. that, of each b

miners when it was loaded and thel.

ed that wage scales should be on |

“Black damp”, a poisonous gas |

moving “clay falis" from the tracks,
it was claimed. These were in-
justices causing  discontent among
the ‘men, wiinesses stated, Men
‘who had protested against condi-
tions - had been discharged and
“blacklisted” among the operators
of the field. . e .

Owing -to_the fact that n¥ither
Harris nor Hesketh had completed
their evidencée wher the cominis-
sion rose; there was No cross exam-
ingtion by W. W, Lynd, K.C., rep-
resenting the deep-seam .operators.
Presentation of evidence was. con-
ducted by W. J. Perkins, crown
prosecutor and. ecounse] for the com-
migsien. . The provincial govern-
ment has offered to provide coun-
sel-for the miners, but tonight they
had not named an attorney. -

~ TROUBLE AT ‘COAST?

REGINA, Oct. 5—Thirty men of

) - tthe Royval Canadiar Mopunted Po-
Two of the 20  employees of the |

lice, *‘who arrived in Estevan last
Tuesday evening to reinforce the
police contingént against further
strike ocutbreaks will entrain Mon-
day. afternoon for Vancouver under

jeommand of Inspector Carnock, ac-

cording..to word receivéd here to-

Rumors of rioting at Vancouver
are said to be the cause of their
departure, The exodus of these men
will reduce the police strength at
Estevan to 50. S :




Saskatchewan Archives Board, Tape R-320

Excerpts transcribed from interview with Harry Nicholson, Estevan City Council
member at the time of riot. Interviewed 24 August 1973 in Estevan by Larry
Johnston

Nicholson:

City Council had a meeting when we were advised there was going to be a parade here.
We had a special meeting and advised the man in charge at Bienfait by wire. Of course
we don’t know if he ever got it — it was badly handled in that way. Because they should
have had somebody take it to him and sign for it, but they never did. Sloan was kinda
the leader. They had other fellows here, but he was the backer. The wire was
forbidding the parade. We had the meeting before noon and it was sent directly after
that by the secretary under instructions from the council. | don'’t just remember the
wording of the wire because the secretary sent it. But as | remember it said, “we were
advised the union is organizing a parade to be marched on Estevan.” And then they
said that the city council at a meeting has voted to notify you that the parade is
prohibited. | wouldn’t say that that’s just the exact words but that’s the sens of it. No,
there was one other thing — action will be taken to prohibit the parade. That’s all — | don't
believe it ever said police.

The council was not all unanimous on this. It was they were afraid that there would be
trouble in the middle of the town and that the stores would likely be broken into and so
on. This was the main reason for prohibiting the parade. There were other things said
but this was the main thing and there were requests for some of the merchants to certain
councilors and the Mayor especially....

Interviewer:
I’'m told that these sorts of parades were sort of traditional in a lot of mining disputes.
Was council aware of this? Or did they even think this was, in fact, true?

Nicholson:
No doubt, we knew about it. About parades in other places. There isn’t any question
about that.

Interviewer:
Had there been, to your knowledge, trouble of that sort in other parades?

Nicholson:

| don’t think it was ever raised there. As a matter of fact, the matter of a parade
anywhere else wasn’t actually raised. But you can’t say we didn’t know about it,
because we all read the newspapers, and knew about parades in other places. This
may have had something to do with agitating some of the fellows too, | don’t know....

Souris Avenue, this is where the trouble started, when the police cracked “Old Dan”
(Dan Moore) over the head. They attempted to go and the police attempted to stop
them. What first started the fighting was when Dan got rapped over the head. | don'’t
know why he got rapped over the head.

Interviewer:
As the fighting progressed the RCMP and the town constables started to retreat a bit....

Document 28



Nicholson:
They fired over the heads of the rioters, they parade, or whatever you want to call it.
There were tow or three women there, very radical ones, with their hair flying and

swearing....
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Saskatchewan Archives Board, Tape R-357
Excerpts transcribed from interview with W.D. McKay, Estevan City Policeman
involved in riot. Interviewed 2 September 1973 in Regina by Larry Johnston

| maintained then, and | maintain to this day, that, having worked there, that the whole
trouble with the mines was that they wanted a check-off man on the weigh scales to see
that they were getting paid for what they dug. | have no idea how things were worked
out in those days but | did say at that time when | worked in the mines — that was back in
twenty-seven or twenty-eight — that the miners should be paid so that if the cost of living
goes up, his wages should go up automatically. They held a Royal Commission on this
thing for a whole winter after that, the winter of thirty-one | think it was. And they came
up with the earth-shaking statement in the spring, after spending about — well | know that
the people on the board would be getting about $75.00 a day plus expenses, and they
prolonged this thing all winter — and they came up with the earth shaking statement after
about six months deliberations, that they should charge more for the coal. Well any two
year old kid could have told them that before they started....

An entry driver, that's a miner who works in a room, he can branch off from that entry
and open up a big room. It's a lot easier to mine coal in a big room.... You have to be a
pretty precise miner to do this sort of thing, and those fellows were getting $1.20 in 1927
for a ton.... He was able to get to keep body and soul and live pretty good. Those deep
seam mines were not bad places to work. Then about 1927, 28, 29 they brought in
boatloads of people from central Europe, and they were sent down to the mines, an
awful lot of them, because they were miners. And they came in and down went the
wages. They could get them so much cheaper, because they were desperate for jobs.
Instead of the government seeing that they were getting paid at a decent fee, they were
just left to the mercy of the mine owners. So they went and took anything they could.
Consequently the wages wend down to twenty-five cents a ton.... This is when the
trouble started. As | say, | didn’t know very much about mining coal or anything else in
those days, but | thought that this was an awful way for prices to go like this, and the
cost-of-living be such that they couldn’t operate. And I think this holds true today, that
everything should be based on the cost-of-living....

“Well the trouble started in the early summer, the Truax Traer Coal Company came in
and they were setting up the big shovel strip mining operation, and the miners went out
on strike, and the mine operators didn’t really worry too much about it because not much
coal was being mined anyway because it was summer.

But came fall, and that’s usually when the busy season starts, and they didn’t go back to
work, and then there was a hassle over wages and the usual bickering back and forth,
and the mine operators would offer a settlement, and they [the miners] wouldn’t accept it,
and eventually it began to look as like they wouldn’t accept any kind of a settlement. If
you want my own personal opinion, and | don’t know whether you do or not, but this
seems engineered by the money interests in the coal business, and that the deep seam
mines were being wrecked by the strip operations. This is what | always figured was the
trouble....”

“It bore it out, because later on prior to the riot, working nights on the police force, |
would see heads of the strikers, Tom [Yuen], Scarlett, and Forkin and all those kind of
characters coming out of the manager’s house of the Truax Traer Coal Company, and 3
or 4 o’clock in the morning, usually muled up and staggering out of there, and putting 2
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and 2 together, | wondered often what they were doing there when they were supposed
to be against these peoples. They never did do anything to the Truax Traer Coal
Mine....”

The miners had paraded in Bienfait and all over the place prior to this. And the miner
operators eventually had just about closed up the mines and said — that’s it, forget it,
when you guys get ready to go to work we’ll open the mines. Now we’re all done, you
see, what are you going to do now? So they paraded around Bienfait, and so what? It's
like parading out in that yard. If you want to parade there, alright, go ahead; and keep it
going until you get tired. So in order to get recognition they had to get into a bigger
center, which would be Estevan. And they got to cause some sort of trouble and get the
thing known. This is usually what happens in riots and strikes of all descriptions. You
got to recognize you're going to have some sort of a furor some place. [If the police had
not stopped them] they would have broken into every store. We knew they were going
to break into the liquor store. The mere fact that they came after we had forbidden them
to come was breaking the law. And they were armed for any trouble. They would have
cleaned out every store in town I'm sure....

As far as the riot was concerned there was letters and telegrams went to the union
people in Bienfait, where they had their headquarters, that they were forbidden to have a
parade. We knew they were going to parade in Estevan and we had forbidden them to
parade. And the Town Council passed an order and sent them telegrams to forbid them
too. But they apparently never disclosed that to the miners....

The last union meeting was held by Annie Buller in Bienfait the Sunday before. She
really flamed them up. They came in there, and we knew they had a bunch of shock
troopers, about 50 shock troopers, who were fairly well boozed up on homebrew. We
also knew they were to raid the liquor store.... They were to go and turn the contents of
the liquor store over. They were the guys who seemed to be the spearhead of the whole
thing.... They were really armed with all kinds of weapons, of course clubs and axes,
and all sorts of things. And they practically overwhelmed us. There was only thirty odd
policemen in the whole brigade to stop this mob. And consequently we had to start
shooting. We started shooting into the ground to start with....

The parade came up there very slowly and vast hoards of cars and people and one thing
and another, and women and children and everything else.... It was estimated at the
time to be in the thousands, how many | wouldn’t say. But it was between two, three or
five thousand.... They were a long time coming. But they got to the intersection of
Souris Ave. and McCutcheon [Chief of Police] and | walked out there. We figured that
the Mounted Police would come along with us, behind us. We walked from the Town
Hall out to Souris Avenue.... We met the big parade right there and he ordered them to
halt and disperse and go home. They became very angry and encircled us, and
knocked him down....and | dragged him out of there. | never got hurt or hit. | didn’t
know it anyway. | probably got hit and had some sore bumps later on. | don’t know
when | got them or where | got them.

Then we found that the Mounted Police weren’t behind us, we were cut off, but | did get
him back to the lines. Well he couldn’t walk, as they had hit him in the shoulder with a
car axle, and knocked it out of joint. He suffered for months with that.... He got back up
into the firing line, both of us did. They had brought with them rocks and they had these
bridge washers about half a pound each of steel.... They got them from constructions
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and one thing or another down around the mines.... We had just had a fellow by the
name of Louis Logberg (sp?) just hours before the riot rake the stones off the
intersection....with a garden rake. And just prior to the riot | went out and stopped him
and said, “You better get out of here cause there’s liable to be trouble.” So Louis took
off....

The strikers would run right up and pull their shirts open, shouting “Shoot me you son-of-
a-bitch.” And some of them got accommodated.... They were drunk.... They started
throwing rocks the minute we got out of there and probably prior to that too....So they
cut our lines and we couldn’t get word out. We were outnumbered so bad we figured we
were going to get snowed under. We eventually got a car loose and sent it out to bring
these guys back in (referring to the RCMP posted at Truax-Traer mine.) They came in,
this was under Inspector Moorehead out there, and he had a gang with rifles. And he
came in round about town and lined up there here along with the rest of us, and he just
knelt that gang down with the rifles. He wasn’t actually a policeman, as such. He was
an Inspector of Mounted Police but he was a soldier from India and he knew how to
handle riots. And he just let fly with the rifles and consequently several people were shot,
three of them killed outright.... We had been firing into the ground and these people
wouldn’t go back because they said it was all blanks.... The ones who got shot was
when Moorhead came in with his gang of riflemen. He meant business....

[The fire engine was brought out] when | got McCutcheon back out of there and they
went over there to hook it up. By the time they hooked it up | was over here on this side
of the street, lined up here with the police.... There had been quite a bit of shooting....
When they were trying to hook this up it was terrible. Men were on top of that with axes
trying to and then they did, bash that thing up.... | don’t think they did get the hose
hooked up. They were scare off and beaten up too....

You didn’t even know there was anybody killed until the thing was over. That’s pretty
hard to determine.... We saw people that were hit in the foot or something like that, on
account of these bullets ricocheting off the gravel stones and their partners dragging
them away. We knew there was one or two like that. After one or two like that
happened, well then the people started to disperse. In the meantime these bullets had
sprayed out, and there was probably five or six hundred shells fired into the crowd and
somebody was bound to get hit and they did get hit, from even a block away.... The
inquest showed that they were all shot with forty-five slugs which could come from any
Mounted Policeman’s gun. We were not armed with that sort of weapon.... We had
thirty-two automatics, that’s all we had.... But when they got hit or how, | don’t know.
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Saskatchewan Archives Board, Tape R-325

Excerpts transcribed from interview with Peter Gembey, miner in Bienfait area at
the time of riot, interviewed 18 July 1973 in Bienfait by Larry Johnston and Ron
Adams.

Interviewer:
Let’s say you worked as many days as possible in the month; do you remember how
many tons you could get — say, in a day?

Gembey:

Well, it depended on what shape you were in. They used to put two men together, and if
they paried them up and they were both healthy gusy and they knew how to shoot that
coal, they would put 3500 pounds in that car. They would load that in no time. They had
guys with horses that would pull those cards out. Two guys who were healthy could load
14 or 15, even 18 or 20 tons a day; so they made a little. But if you were older, or you
had an older partner, they would make only 12 or 13 of those cards; mind you, those
cards were about a ton and a half.

Interviewer:
| guess the rates of pay varied, but they paid you about 45 cents a ton?

Gembey:
Yes, it was something like that, but it wasn’t actually clear because we had to buy
powder, paper to make those cartridges.

Interviewer:
What were squibs?

Gembey:

A squib is made to the same principle as a firecracker, only it was thin and about 6
inches long....When you light it, it give you time to run away from there. When the slow
burn gets to the powder like a firecracker, it starts shooting ahead through the hole that
leads into the black powder and ignites, and the explosion occurs. There was plenty of
smoke.

Interviewer:
| see. And it was difficult to work after you had blown?

Gembey:

At that time they usually just blew at 12 o’clock and 6 o’clock at night. But when you
blasted that coal at 12 o’clock, and took and hour for dinner, if there was good ventilation
it cleared up pretty good. But in the rooms where the men worked, -- they were just like
a tunnel — if the room was far from the head entry where the air was circulating, the
smoke would just gradually leak out. The miners had to shovel to get the air moving.

Interviewer:
To circulate the air?

Gembey:
Yes, and then it clears out. But it usually stayed smoky till 2:30 or 3 o’clock.
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Interviewer:
You couldn’t work?

Gembey:

Well, you worked. You had to work. If you don’t work, you don’t get paid. Most of the
time they had to feel where the coal was. When it was clear you could shovel right into
the car; but after dinner you had to carry a shovelful and look for the car.

Interviewer:
You couldn’t see where the car was?

Gembey:

That’s right. You could load so much and then you would have to go to the main entry
where the air was straight, and stay there a few minutes, and then go back again,
because — you don’t load, you don’t get nothing. It used to be in the morning that the
miners would make most because they should have blown at 6 o’clock the night before
and during the night the smoke would all clear out. They came in the morning and if
they could get wagons it would be their biggest half day. But there were other jobs too.
If you came in the morning and there were cave-ins on the tracks, by the time you
cleared them there would be two or three hours gone. For a while they used to give you
an hour at 35 cents for cleaning that up, but later on, when they started getting tough —
about 1927 — the miner had to do that for nothing. Form then on they were just pressing
harder and harder. The miners had to do something. The only way they could improve
themselves was by organizing. It took a long time ... a lot of talking among the miners
before they realized they had to have help. Most of them, they were afraid to speak up,
because in those years if you mentioned anything about the union, out you go....

Interviewer:
So, you were working on the cutting machine until the spring of 1931. Then you started
organizing for the union?

Gembey:
No, we started organizing, like | said, when the bosses began putting pressure on the
miners in 1927.

Interviewer:
That early?

Gembey:

Yes, up until then everybody seemed to be satisfied. They worked in the winter and
saved up a little money; in the summertime they didn’t work so steady, but the
storekeepers would give you more than you earned in the summer because they knew
you would stay in the winter. Butin 1927, and after that, as | said, they started pressing
the miners. If the miner came to a place that was caved in, they he cleaned it up for
maybe two hours for nothing. Before they made something, but after that they refused
to pay them. If miners were unlucky enough to get a workplace that was downhill there
would be water there; they would have to carry that water in pails maybe 150 to 200 feet
over the hill to dump it. That was for nothing. They didn’t get paid for it. You came in
the morning and worked for maybe an hour and half carrying that water before you could
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start working. During the day the water would start accumulating, so you had to quit
loading coal and take the water out.

Interviewer:
Why did they start refusing to pay for the water at that time?

Gembey:

Well, nobody knows. They just refused to pay. Those were just a couple of examples —
working conditions — there were bad places where there was no air at all; the miners
would complain. They just wouldn’t do nothing. And they used to steal from the miners
who were loading by ton. They used to steal them blind. One month, it was in October,
usually the busiest season, well | was on a cutting machine. There were three cutting
machines. Well, in 1928, in October we worked 10 hours a day, 6 days a week, and at
the end of the month the company gave us a free dance and a bonus of 5 hours — that’s
35 cents an hour — because they loaded the most ever: 39,000 tons. Myself and the
other men who worked on the machines, we started comparing our tonnage. We got
together, you know, and said: “How many tons did you have last month?” We figured it
out and Il we got paid for was a little over 18,000 tons. And here they gave us a free
dance because they broke the record and loaded 39,000 tons! We didn’t get paid for it
as machine men; and also the miners. They stole actually half that coal. Everything
started accumulating and the miners couldn’t take it any more, so they just had to start
getting organized. After 1928 the miners eyes were opened quite a bit, because the
companies themselves spread the information. We didn’t know ourselves how much ...
but this month they were bragging that they broke the record. These little things down in
the mine and everything like that, forced the miners to do something.

Interviewer:
They were short weighing you up on the scales?

Gembey:
Oh yes, they gave us whatever they felt like giving us, that’s all.

Interviewer:
You didn’t have a union checkweighman?

Gembey:

A company man. And in the fall of 1929 and the winter of 1930 they cut our wages! The
guys that were getting 35 cents an hour, they cut them down to 33 and one third. The
fellows that were paid by the ton, they cut them down 5 or 6 cents a ton. So all those
things had to be stopped somehow. The only way they could be stopped was by getting
a union.

Interviewer:

Now, you organized a union here yourselves around Bienfait, did you not, before the
mineworkers union came in? Do you remember what happened to that union? It was
very small.

Gembey:
That came after 1931. That was the Bienfait local.
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Interviewer:
| was thinking of a little before that. | think it was John Loughran and Bernie Winn who
started to organize in the summer of 1931.

Gembey:
That’s something | don’t know, because the first thing we thought, some of us guys, was
how to get in touch with an organizer.....

Interviewr:
So you were looking for a Canadian union?

Gembey:
.... So finally they got in touch with the other one and they got Forkin and Sam Scarlett
as organizers.

Interviewer:
Do you remember Joe Forkin at all? What he looked like?

Gembey:
Oh yes, but to describe him...

Interviewer:
It was so long ago.

Gembey:
| can almost see his picture. He was a powerful speaker, both him and Sam Scarlett
were good speakers. | can’t describe him. He was dark-haired and younger...

Interviewer:
He was about 30 or 31, | think, at the time.

Gembey:
Yes, something like that. So when they started to organize, right away they were called
communists too! And troublemakers.

Interviewer:
They didn’t admit that they were communists, did they?

Gembey:

They didn’t but the mine operators called them that. The rumour spread all over that
they were communists too.... To frighten the miners away from them, to intimidate
them.... The miners knew that all that was propaganda against the union. So they
worked harder amongst themselves, and finally they got organized....

Interviewer:
Do you remember how the strike came about? | know the wages were being cut. Do
you remember how you decided to strike? Did you vote?

Gembey:

(Pause) Yes. You see it took us a long time — almost a year and a half before we could
get the whole field organized. Actually it started in the fall of 1930, but it was a slow
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process. Every miner was scared of losing their jobs, but when wages went down in the
winter of 1930-31 the miners really started to take the union cards....

Finally when the miners were 100% organized and got their demands on paper, the
bosses thought the whole field was “red” and “troublemakers.” Not only a few of
us....even the English, and some of them were First War veterans. They were called
red too. Just because they were presenting demands to the company. The company
refused to have anything to do with them and that’s what brought about the strike.

Interviewer:
Charlie Morfit, the man who was the president of the Operators Association, refused to
sit at the bargaining table with reds.

Gembey:

Well yes, that’s it. That’s right. And, as | say, a few of us were laid off in the print of *31
before the strike was called because we were talking openly about the union, and
therefore we were red and troublemakers. Some of the rest of them were still working,
but finally, when they got all the miners organized, and the committee went with their
demands to the company, they were reds too, and troublemakers. Most of the guys on
the committee were English speaking.

Interviewer:
On the strike committee? | thought so.

Gembey:
Yes, like Martin Day and the others. There were no ... they called us foreigners....

Interviewer:
...What about the Truax Traer [mine]? Did you unionize the Truax-Traer? Did you have
miners down there?

Gembey:
There weren’t many miners there; it was modern.

Interviewer:
That was the first strip mine?

Gembey:

There were a few miners, and some of them joined the union, not all of them. Especially
the guys that were running the shovels. They were all Americans, anyway. They had a
different system there than they have now. There were no trucks to haul the coal; they
had cars.

Interviewer:
They laid down tracks?

Gembey:
Yes. So, they had men working there (in the union) but they didn’t have them all.

Interviewer:
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Do you remember when the Truax-Traer brought in the big power shovel? 1 think it was
12930. Were you afraid of the shovel?

Gembey:

Well, most miners for a while didn’t think it would hurt. When they started producing coal
it wasn’t clean, and there were rumours that some cars were sent back to them; but
when the jobs started to ease up, the miners were frightened.

Interviewer:
How about when the strike was on and Truax-Traer were still able to ship coal? They
kept working, didn’t they?

Gembey:

Yes, they kept working. They had their own boarding house, some of the men joined the
union secretly, but they couldn’t very well go out — say 15 men — while others were
working; it was useless. They kept working. And when the strike started, that’'s when
they brought a bunch of Mounties in, because they thought the strikers might do some
damage to the [steam] shovel [used to strip mine coal at the Truax-Traer mine].

Interviewer:
Why would they think that?

Gembey:

That was beyond anybody’s thought at the time. Well, the way they had it the miners
were all reds, troublemakers, and liable to do something vicious. And even at the time
the parade was to take place in Estevan, most of the businessmen had the idea that
they were going to go there and start some kind of revolution. Truax-Traer had the
same idea, | guess. They had those Mounties guarding it.

Document 30 6



Saskatchewan Archives Board, Tape R-326
Excerpts transcribed from interview with Howard A. Babcock, local resident and
mine cook in 1930s, interviewed 19 June 1973 in Regina by Larry Johnston.

The Conditions

Well the conditions were very, very poor in the mines. The timbering was poor, there
was a great lack of adequate timbering to timber the mines. The wages were bad.
There were big coal cars, and a man dug out a ton and half or a ton and threeO-quarters
in order to get credit for a ton -- to get paid for a ton. | don’t remember the rate per ton,
but it was very low.

And the conditions underground were very bad. There was a lot of water in some of the
mines that the miners had to take out. And they weren’t paid for removing the water.
They were expected to put it into tanks, and there were few pumps in those days, and it
was hauled out on the same track as the coal cars and dumped when it got to the top.
They had a slack pit that they dumped it into. And the miners were very hard done by.
They dug more coal then they got paid for and they were expected to lay the track into
their rooms. And if the turn at the edge of their room and the meeting of the entry broke
down then the miner just wouldn’t get his coal out ‘il he repaired it. They’d say, “Oh, the
company man is coming, the company man is coming,” but he never seemed to get
there. In order to get the coal out, get credit for digging any coal, why they had to repair
the track.

And the living was very poor. A good miner would make a little bit, but for the most part,
the average miner, it depended on how many coal orders there were and such like this.
The demand for coal and this. There was many people, by the time they paid the store
bill, the store bill was taken off their pay, they were supposed to get, and by the time
they bought their squibs, the black powder that was used for blasting, the carbide that
was used in the miners lamps, by the time they bought all this, there was usually no take
home pay. It was just an existence, they could exist. Usually this is true like the old
song — “You owed your soul to the company store.”

The most of the mines were a company town, you lived on company property. If you
were fortunate enough to get into a company house you paid so much rent for the
company house, which was quite nominal actually. Included in this, if you were on
company property, you were expected to buy at the company store. Their prices was
higher, and if you had a few eggs to sell or a little butter to sell to the company store or
trade for groceries you got a very poor price for this. There didn’t seem to be any too
much limit to credit except to a miner that they thought they weren’t going to get the coal
back out of. | can remember my sister-in-law and my mother-in-law going into Estevan.
They’d get a chance for a ride to Estevan, quite often in a farm wagon of one of their
relatives or one of the ethnic group in the area who were farmers, and they were scared
to death to come back from town with the groceries they’d purchased more cheaply. So
the women, in their billowing skjirts of that day, and petticoats, they’d hang this all up
around their waists with strings, they’d tie it all up underneath their skirts and walk into
their camp. They’d be about thirty pounds heavier. And this was quite necessary
because if anyone of the company stools, or employers’ stool-pigeons, seen them bring
it in, they would be reported and they would be let know about it and maybe even fired.
And the mail-orders, they weren’t allowed to put out too much mail-orders. If they could
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buy clothing at the local store, they weren’t allowed to buy shoes outside or anything like
that. They had to get them out of the company store at the higher price.

And the health of the people was very poor. The women were run down from too much
child-bearing and the youngsters were born under the most adverse of conditions --
usually with just a mid-wife or one of the neighbours in. There was no such thing as
calling a doctor in those days. If you did call him you wouldn’t probably get him anyway.
Dr. Creighton was away in Estevan, and he didn’t make very many house calls, except
to the hierarchy and the employer types. They tried to keep a doctor in the hospital in
Bienfait, but this was quite hard to do. Nobody liked the job, and nobody had paid, and
nobody could pay the doctor. Sometimes they were paid off over a matter of years in
things such as eggs and butter and things like this. Those that could scare up a little bit
to pay.

| was mentioning about the poor health of the infants and the mothers. The mortality
rate was awfully high among the young mothers — in childbirth without adequate medical
care; and the youngsters — the lack of nourishment. If the mothers couldn’t breast-feed
them, | would say there was about one out of four reached the age of six. They usually
died in childhood of childhood diseases. About three was the average life span of the
babies. If they reached three they were fortunate and would probably make it on.

The living conditions were very poor, the houses were drafty, and they were just more or
less tarpaper shacks. Take in the valley, there at Taylorton mine. They were down in
the coulee to try and get a little break from the wind and the snow drifted over the
surface and into the coulee, and it became enormously deep in the winter time. It did
help insulate their barns and their houses, which was pretty well all one building. Most
of the time they had a cow or a few chickens, and the women used to go out and sweep
grain out of the empty grain cars that come in. And this was cooked up as a rule to feed
the pigs or the cow or whatever they had. The chickens, or course, would eat it raw.
And it was a very disturbing kind of life, a very low class kind of life, if you like.

My mother-in-law’s house, for instance, there was a big family in there and two or three
boarders. She made home-brew to try and keep things going. It was cold and drafty
and they couldn’t get much coal. They were charged a certain amount for the coal they
got from the mines, what they couldn’t steal. They used to steal the spills from the cars,
and that, and tried to take this home, but this didn’t make for too good burning. Often
they’d change the baby’s diaper, and it'd be frozen on the foot of the bed in the morning.
There’d be ice on top of the water-pail, and even ice on the reservoirs, which was their
way of heating water on the back of the stove. They usually had a wooden barrel of
water in the house for drinking water, and this used to be frozen up most of the time....

Organizing The Miners

And there was quite a class set up in the mine. The foreign element, who they tried to
get to do the bulk of the heavy work, were Ukrainians, Slavics, and Lithuanians, some
Russians and very few Scandinavians. And the boss types seemed to be mostly of
British extraction and Irish, English, and Scotch. Mostly English and Scotch and there
was also some Welsh. But for shortness sake we’ll call them British from now on. And
they got most of the best jobs. The area bosses, which was a certain section of the
mine, tried to compete with each other, trying to get the most work out of the foreign
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miner. And they sure did! Those foreign miners were just as hard as nails. Their diet
wasn’t that good, but everything they had on their backs was solid muscle.

They were a sort of left wing group these bunch of miners. The employer types in the
mine, the mine owners and the mine managers, they played up the ethnic division
between the miners and they tried to get as much work out of the “foreign” element, as
they called them, which was the Ukrainian group mostly. And they tried to play one
Ukrainian against the other. They would give him a little promotion, just if he could keep
the rest of his countrymen in line, and things like this. They might pay him a little better
rate or give him so much for being timber foreman in the area, things like this, just to
keep the ethnic pot boiling as much as they could, to keep the animosity between the
groups at a fever pitch all the time....

They held some public meetings but in this respect most of the halls and the boarding
houses that were around belonged to the employer group, so it was very hard to get a
place to meet. Some of the tactics they used were to have a meeting at a farm house of
one of their Ukrainian friends, and they’d have the union organizer over there to talk to
them. They’'d have a baloney sandwich maybe, and a cup of weak coffee made usually
in the wash boiler. Then they’d go back and talk it up amongst their fellow workers, the
few that did not get out to it. But everybody couldn’t leave because right away the boss
would get suspicious and follow. And then the boss was pumping his stool pigeon types
as they came back to work the next day to see what he could get out of them; or get out
as much information on how the union was doing or things like this. But they did get a
little support from the railway groups and such as this.

So under this type of atmosphere it wasn’t too hard for anybody to come in and get them
to rise up as a body. But the union that came in, the Mine Workers of Canada, were a
left wing organization, to the point of practically being communist, | would suggest. But
they did try to organize the miners. Which was an awful job, because these miners you
must remember were living on company property, all under the eyes of company
security guards, who were legionaires and people of this nature, and mostly of British
extraction. And their attitude was — “We’ll keep this foreign element in check and keep
them working and keep them producing coal, because it's good for business and the
mine owners will make money.” They always cried that they weren’t making money, that
they had to sell the coal too cheaply and this, but they were making money off the sweat
and brow and the austerity of particularly the foreign groups, the Ukrainian groups.

The miners had some sympathy from other people because not only were there
Ukrainians among the mining groups, there were Ukrainians for example working for the
railroad. There were Ukrainian farmers around there and close relatives, like White
Russians and there were some German people. The German people that were there
seemed to be quite industrious. They seemed to be able to take it, seemed to be able to
live with a little higher level of wealth than that of the Ukrainian, but it wasn’t too hard to
convince them there must be a better way, and we’ll form a strike and we’ll force the
boss into giving us a better deal for our digging of his coal. And particularly after the riot
the railway groups came, quite some distance...partly out of curiosity and partly out of
support for the plight of the Ukrainian and the foreign miners — the coal digger. There
was quite a lot of solidarity amongst them as an ethnic group.
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Saskatchewan Archives Board, Tape R-326
Excerpts transcribed from interview with Howard A. Babcock, local resident and
mine cook in 1930s, interviewed 19 June 1973 in Regina by Larry Johnston.

Town Council and the Police

There was quite a lot of pressure put on the city hall or the Town Hall as it was called in
those days, in Estevan, to forbid the parade to come in. The Chief of Police forbid them
to hold a parade, forbid them to hold a march in the town of Estevan, and they got police
into the area, they were brought in by the railroad most of the time. They group was
aware they were there and there was some of the more radical ones were itching for a
fight. But they thought there was only one way to go and that was for conditions to get
better. But the solid front against them — the police, supporting the employer groups,
and the town, again supporting the employer groups. Because at the time there was
many wholesale houses in Estevan which the mine company y stores bought their
supplies from. They bought some of from Winnipeg but some of it was picked up in
Estevan. And this made for two definite sides for each, tow different battle groups, if you
like, and both were sort of itching for a fight. The mine owners were bearing pretty
heavily on the police to protect their property, protect their interests. And the miners
were just as determined that they were going to get justice out of their labour.
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August 26, 1931

JAMES SLOAN IN ADDRESSING THE HINERE OF THE DI'.S-
TRICT IN THE TOWN HALL AT ESTEVAN, ACCORDING TO PRESS
REPORTS STATED, “IF YOU STAY SOLID TOGETHER, YOU WILL
HAVE THE ENTIRE WORKERS UNITY LEAGUE OF THE RED
INTERNATIONALE BEHIND YOU." AS AN EXAMPLE OF THE
SUPPORT THEY MIGHT EXPECT TO RECEIVE HE INSTANCED
THE BRITISH MINE STRIKE IN 1926, WHEN THE SOVIET MINERS
EENT FIVE MILLION DOLLARS TD FEED THE BRITISH S.'\TRTKERS,

i
September 1, 1931 '

EACH MINE MANAGER OF THE DISTRICT RECEIVED A
LETTER FROM JAMES SLOAN, PRESIDENT OF THE MINE
WORKERS UNION OF CANADA, CALLING FOR A JOINT CON-
FERENCE OF ALL OPERATORS AND MINE REPRESENTATIVES
FOR THE PURPOSE OF REACHING AN AGREEMENT OF HOURS,
CONTRACT AND DAY WAGE RATES, AND HOUSING, AS WELL

" AS WORKING CONDITIONS IN AND AROUND THIS DISTRICT.
. THIS MEETING TO BE HELD IN THE TOWN HALL AT ESTEVAN
- ON SEPTEMBER 3, AT 7.90 O'CLOCK. ~ . -

September 3, 1931

THE MINE MANAGERS, UNDER REGISTERED COVER,
NOTIFIED JAMES SLOAN THAT UNDER NO CONSIDERATION
WOULD THEY MEET HIM OR ANY OTHER REPRESENTATIVE
OF AN ORGANIZATION ‘SUCH AS HIS, WHICH BY HIS OWN
STATEMENT BOASTS OF A DIRECT CONNECTION WITH THE
ENTIRE UNITY LEAGUE AND RED INTERNATIONALE OF SOVIET
RUSSIA. THEY STATED THEY WERE WILLING AT ANY AND
ALL TIMES TO MEET THEIR EMPLOYEES TO DISCUSS MATTERS
OF MUTUAL INTEREST.

September 4, 1931

AT A MEETING BETWEEN THE OPERATORS AND MR. T.
M. MOLLOY, COMMISSIONER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR,
THE OPERATORS AGREED TO MEET A COMMITTEE CONSIST-
ING OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM ALL MINES FOR THE PUR-
POSE OF DISCUSSING AND SETTLING ANY GRIEVANCES OR
COMFPLAINTS THE MINERS MIGHT HAVE. THIS OFFER MR.
MOLLOY REPORTED WAS REJECTED BY THE MINERS REPRE-
SENTATIVES. B

September 7, 1931
MINE MANAGERS RECEIVED ANOTHER NOTICE FROM
JAMES SLOAN CALLING FOR ANOTHER JOINT MEETING THAT
EVENING. OTHERWISE A STRIKE WOULD BE CALLED EFFECT-
IVE THE MORNING OF SEPTEMEER 8, TO THIS THE OPERATORS
PAID NO ATTENTION.

September 8, 1931

ALL MINES THROUGHOUT THE DISTRICT CLOSED BY
STRIKE EXCEPT 13EUAX~TBAF$ STRIFFING OPERATION WHICH
CLOSED DOWN \-'ULUNT&R]LY.

September 14 and 15th . »

RIOTS OCCURHED IN AN ATTEMPT '1'0 LUM’MLNLE opP-
ERATIONS WHEN THREE OF THE MINES ATTENPTED TO START
BY USING FARMER LABOR THAT WAS DWBOUS OF WOR!I(I:\'G.
AT ONE OF THE PLANTS THE BI_JARDI.\‘G HOUSE WAS RUSHED,
ONE OF THE FARMERS KNOCKED DOWN ANDF A SERIOUS
FIGHT «OCCURRED dN THE STAIRWAY WH?IN THE SPECIAL
CONSTABLES ATTEMPTED TO STOP THE STRIKE. MINERS EN-
TERING THE SECOND P‘I/_OOR OF THE BUILDING. THE MINES
WERE FORCED TO TAKE THE FARMERS FROM THE FROPERTY
DUE TO INSUFFICIENT POLICE PROTECTION TO HANDLE THE

. RIOT. i

¥

September 17, 1931

DUE TO THE EFFORT OF TWO ESTEVAN CITIZENS A
MEETING WAS ARRANGED AND HELD IN THE MUNICIPAL
HALL BETWEEN THE O?.ERATORS AND THE MINERS lCl'IIMMIT-
TEES. THE STRIKE LEADERS HAD STATED THAT THIJ, MEET-
ING WOULD BE HELD'IN AN EFFORT TO IRON OUT THE DIF-
FICULTIES AND AGREED THAT THE QUESTION OF UNION
RECOGNITION WOULD BE A DEBATAELE,ONE. AT ‘I'll& SAME
'TII{E THEY GAVE TO THE PRESS A STATE!‘IE.\T “UN]O)\_
RECOGNITION 18 THE ONLY SOLUTION," AND AT THE MEETING
AT NIGHT THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE STRIKERS STATED THAT
BEFORE THEY COULD DIIS(.:USS.A‘NY GRIEVANCES THE UNION

WOULD THEN AND THERE HAVE TO BE RECOGNIZED. THIS,

THE OPERATORS REFUSED TO DO FOR THE SAME REASONS
SET FORTH IN THEIR LETTER TO JAMES SLOAN.

OF DISCUSSING ANY AND ALL GRIEVANCES?

COMPLAINTS THE STRIKING MINEII-S HAVE?T !

PENDING SUCH INVF.“'IGATION

MARKETS ARE PERMANENTLY LOST TO THE S.RSKA'I:C_H

. September 21,

DO YOU KNOW: THE OPERATORS AS YET HAVE NO CONCEPTION AS TO WHAT THE DEMANDS OF T!K"IE MINERS ARET
DO YOU KNOW: THAT EACH OF THE OPERATORS HAS AGREED TO MEET HIS GWN STRIKE EMPLOYEES FOR THE PURPOSE

DO YOU KNOW: THE OPERATORS HAVE AGREED TO MEET A COMN‘;‘I‘;’TEE OF THE STRIKING MINF.?!‘S;_(PROVIDING THEY
WERE EMFLOYED AS OF THE DATE OF THE COMMENCEM.ENT OF THE STRIKE) FOR THE PURPOSE OF ASCERTAINING WHAT

DO YOU KNOW: T.HE OEERA‘I'ORS HAVE AGREED TO REINSTATE ALL OF THEIR OCD EMPLOYEES WITHOUT DISCRIMINATION

DO YOU KNOW: THE OI’E‘RA.'TGRS HAVE BEEN AND ARE WILLING TO CO-OPERATE TO THE FULLEST EXTENT WITH BOTH -
PROVINCIAL AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OFFICERS IN AN ENDEAVOR TO GET THE MEN TQ RETURN TO WORK BEFORE

DO YOU KNOW: TO ALL THESE EFFORTS THERE HAS ONLY BEEN ONE REPLY FROM THE STRIKE LEADERS, THAT BEING,
Wl_{ﬁ THE MINE WORKERS UNION OF CANADA BEFORE WE WILL DISCUSS ANY OTHER MATTERS"?

DO YOU KNOW: THE MINE OPERATORS HAVE STEADFASTLY REFUSED TO RECOGNIZE SUCH A UNION FEELING THAT IN
DOING 50 THEY ARE PROTECTING THE BEST INTEREST OF THE COMMUNITY, THE PUBLIC AT LARGE, AND THEMSELVES?

Thursday, Beptember 24, 1911,

193+

«MR. M. 8. CAMPBELL CHAEF (.‘U.\'(‘ll.'[;\'l‘l(lh’ OFFICER OF
T!jI-: DEPART) T OF LABOR, OTTAWA, ARRIVED IN ESTE-
VAN AND AFTER MEETING WITH THE STRIKE LEADENS MET
THE DEEP SEAM OPERATORS-WHO AGREED, “THAT SHOULD
THE MINERS AGREE TO RETURN TO \\'(],LI{ AT ONCE PENDING
THE H 01{1‘ OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION, THE \ﬂhh OWN -}
CONC RNLD AGREED ’I‘ﬁr\‘i‘ ALL THEIR FORMER EMPLOY &
WHO HREPORTED TO WOHE, WOULD BE REINETATEL WITH-
OUT PREJUDICE." THIS WAS H tPORTED TO THE STRIKE COM-
BllTTl[‘. AT NIGHT AND AN ANSWER PROMISED MR. CAMI-
HELL ’HI!-, .\[Ollhl!\(_. (!PI THE 228D OF THEIR DECISION.

 September 22, “1931 .

HIS‘ "GR"QUI)UI‘: WYLIE OF THE DISTRICT COURT,
ESTEVAN, RECEIVED AN ORDER-IN.-COUNCIL FROM THE DOM-
INION GOVERNMENT APPOINTING HIM A COMMISSIONER
UNDER THE INQUIRIES ACT TO INVESTIGATE ALL ASPECTS
OF THE MINES IN THIS AREA. NO WORD AS YET RECEIVED

* FROM THE MINES AS TO THE OFFER OF THE OPERATORS TO
-R.E‘.IIHE:TATL THE OLD EMPLOYEES PENDING A FULL INVEST-

IGATIGN BY THE GOVERNMENT,

September 23, 1931.

o ~THE OPERATORS AGAIN REPORTED TO THE CHIEF
CORCILIATION QFFICER THAT THEY WOULD BE WILLING TO
MEET THE MINERS IN A JOINT CONFERENCE AT 8 P.M. OF THIS
DATE AND INSISTED UPON AN ANSWER FROM THE MINERS
BEFORE 4 P.M. OF THEIR ACCEPTANCE "OR REJECTION OF
BUCH OFFER. NO REPLY WAS RE‘CEIVEH FROM THE STRIKE

. LEADERS.

. A

OPERATORS. - P

We beheve the foregomg is sufficient information for the miners and
pubhc to draw their own conclusions.
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