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SASKATCHEWAN ARCHIVES QUESTIONNATRE

No. 7
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"Although the word FOLKLORE is more than a century old, no exact agreement
has ever been reached as to its meaning. The common idea presented in all
folklore is that of tradition, something handed down from one person to
another and preserved either by memory or practice rather than the written
record. It involves the dances, songs, tales, legends and traditioms, the
beliefs and superstitions, and the proverbis. sayings of people everywhere.
It also includes studies of customs, of traditional agricultural and domes-
tic practices, types of buildings and utensils, and traditional aspects of
social organizations.™ :

== Stith Thompson,
Standard Dictionary of Folklore, Mythology
and legend. Funk and Wagnalls, 1949

YOUR CO-OPERATION in answering this list of questions is greatly appreciated.
By thus writing down what you know, you have contributed to the permanent
record of our Province. All Questionnaires are preserved in the Saskatchewan
Archives.

Directions for filling out the guestionnaire:

l. Print all proper names and place names in capital letters.

2. Use ink if possible. :

3, If space allowed is insufficient for your answer, use either the back of
the sheet or a separate sheet of paper; put the number of the question
at the beginning of this contimmation.

4Le If you are unsble to answer a question, skip it. We realize that not
everyone can answer every question.

A SPECIAL SUGGESTION: The answers in this questionnaire are a case of ™one
thing leads to another™., It is therefore a good idea to fill it out in groups
rather than individually. (However, if grouping is not possible, individual
answers are also desirasble). Groups might be neighborse.

Please send your completed questionnaire to:

Saskatchewan Archives Office,
University of Saskatchewan,
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.

CIRCULATED IN CO-OPERATION WITH THE SASKATCHEWAN GOLDEN JUBILEE COMMITTEE.
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I INTRODUCTION
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(Do you live in or outside of town? Did you always? Since what year?)
sl dide ? Toton 28 WW e 1511
Where did you live before coming to Saskatchewan? (From what year to what

year?) -, eMapdifa %m ?me/g;ww%fmcﬂu»/ff;'

Where did your parents live before that? (From what year to what year?)
e //M ometl vi Brmorcls

What language did your father (or you) speak before coming to Canada?

seo_ 52 7epns
Where born ,@WM

Occupation by which you earn a 1i

Hobbies or talents (either for pleasure or to supplement your income) such
as: playing a musical instrument; hunting, trapping; collecting curi-
osities; photography, etce.

Father's occupation before coming to Saskatchewan. WL o

After.

Fatherts hobbies or talents.

Mother's hobbies or talents, such as: fine sewing or other handwork, china
or other painting; playing a musical instrument, etc. £

;- r

/"/b
l. Where you lived or now are living, are there any natural features or

landmarks (e.g. butte, coulee, valley, stream, lake)?  Name?
Why 80 called? What stories are connected with them?
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Are there any men-made features (eege Indian rings, old trails, ruins
of fort or dwelling house or other building)? Name?  Why so
called? What stories are comnected with them?

2. What jokes did people tell about (a) gumbo (b) fording streams or
getting caught in unusuel situations caused byweather, work at
home, travel etc. (c) the loneliness of the open spaces?

Wodigwh/ rovpn O LS

Climate

3. Outline briefly any tales or beliefs you have heard sbout (a) cold weath-
er (b) snow and blizzard (c¢) hail (d) drought (e) high wind.
Example: the way to tell if the wind is blowing is to nail a chain to
the top of a post; if the links stand out straight horizontally, it's
windy; if they begin to snap off, it's good and windy. (What variants
of this one have you heard?)




3.

Le What similes about climate were in general use in the old days?
e.g. as dry as ;3 as cold as
as wet as )

ws

5. What do people generally remark about a rainbow? A double rainbow? A
mirage? Do you know of any strange happenings generally said to be
connected with these?

6. What weather signs were generally sken notice of that you remember?
X eege "rain before seven "; "red sky at moming_ﬂ_ﬁ
gt ", Complete thesg; list any others you know of, both

S 4 %

7. What animal behaviour was generally considered a weather sign and of what
kind of weather? e.g. actions of frogs, crickets , groundhogs, wasps,z

i L /ﬁf@mﬁ

Celestial Bodies

8. Do you remember hearing stories (possibly Indian legends) about the sum,
moon, stars?

What is your belief (or others! belief) zbout sun dogs, a ring around the
moon, position of horns of new moon, a change in the moon, sleeping in
moonlight? Shooting stars? Use of North Star as a guide =- for what?
how? Northern lights? Caused by? Do they make a noise? If so, what

MWZ?MQ@(W,@W U icriitlof Wdz o
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10. Have you ever kept an account of the weather, bird migrations, blooming
time of trees or plants, etc? Do you know anyone who did so? Are é: .'

these accounts available now? -
2 poan 1576 S Foonredns anc sl fim b7
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Supernatursl Beings

1l. Tell briefly any stories of ghosts or fairies or strange beings who in-

WMWW/W%M
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Human Beings

12. Do you know any tales of an individual who once lived where you do (or
did live) who performed prodigious or somehow unusual deeds? Or who
was notably wise or silly, strong or feeble, well formed or misshapen?

Tell briefly. From whom did you hear these? ; X
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Animals

13. What tales or anecdotes do you remember where animals provided the main
action or in which animals as well as people are involved? E.g. buf-
falo, deer, rabbit, gopher, birds, insects (such as, bees grasshoppers

mosquitoes, fish)e
% e %W Z‘W %%V
WZ: WW“M A

III SUPPORTING ONESELF AFTER SETTLEMENT

1/, How did you learn to do the following (Example learned from other set-
tlers, Indians, read in book, etc.)
(a) build a house QPW ‘Z—? M
Gt Kvsses srore @WW’V sk Catm
ot Sarno Woew dV -»Zzad 7ﬁ W‘”“L
ey fama ){’W ol 1771 -
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(b) put in and harvest a crop Q}/WW WGIWW

Wz& ”’””4‘* W%MW
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¢) hunt local game

(d) use wild plants or their fruits for food (Example: prairie potato,
prairie turnip, saskatoon, wild rice); list others.

15. Did you have help other than members of your family for (a) outdoor work
(b) housework?

P howe foeol 1700 ZLL S5 P et %7%4

e 50]) Lrick e by e e
How were these helpers treated: as servants, as members of the family,

somewhere in between? M/)WM ;

A)ﬁwdﬁmm ey
el i

What was the basis of payment?
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16. What domestic animals did you have for work? What were tjzi.z@ nﬁW'
wrned 1L Hock and
ﬁ;’j ﬁﬁﬂ T i Koot T onn 11895 finle P
//E«T s Losaiong vt S
Wha.t animals did you have for food? W% : A
L /wm.eaé 7 W 710/%7» & o ek P feed. fonol—

s ﬂftfﬂ

What pets did you have? What were their names? (Example: dog, cat,
canary or other bird, wild animal or bird you tamed?) ’ %‘V

oot

IV FAMIIY OR GROUP GATHERINGS IN THE PIONEER COMMUN

Wﬂ%ﬁfmﬂz%ﬁ/f%fwﬂ:a—w : ”’“%; wan

Comment on the following activities. hers wherever possible. ﬁ/

«-"——'

(2) Story telling.

Were the stories sbout animals, people of another time, ghosts,
fairies, Indians? Give brief outlines of stories you remember.

Did just anybody tell these stories or was there someone with a
reputation as a teller of tales who usually did so? Man or

woman ?

(b) Singing

Were the songs story-telling songs (ballads) or were they about an
emotion (for example, love songs) or work songs (for example

railroad or cowboy)?
o [$94 G}DWM/ &M W
o W i i S

Were there hymns, or hymn tunes with different words ? W
Were the songs accompanied by a musical instrument (e.g. mouth organ,

fiddle, zither)%%’ %M W;mef%— 7?/41
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Put down the first lines of as many songs of the pioneer period as
you can remember.

B W\ ﬁ/m a0, Joermomes

Were any popular songs composed by people in the district? If so
set down as many as you can remember.

(c) Swapping stories
Comment on the following and add others if possible:

Anecdotes (about settlers! adventures; Indians, animal behavior;
hunting asdventures; the party line, etc.)

Hlbfp gl

Jokes (tricks played on péople; jokes on ploneering life; showing
the funny side of something serious, etc.).




8.

Tall tales (exaggerated accounts of some well-known character,
who may be local; strange happenings, etce).

Tongue twisters ("Peter piper picked --"; "She sells seashells =-=",
etc.). Complete examples, give others.

Riddles ("Thirty white horses upon a red hill -="; "Little Amn
Netticoat in a white petticoat --"), Complete examples, give

others.

V LIFE CYCIE IN THE PIONEER COMMUNITY

Childhood

18, Complete the verse "Monday's child is fair of face --". Give any others
gimilar to this, where the dsy of the week or the month of the year
of a child's birth is supposed to affect its appearance, character or
fate. Do you remember other circumstances of birth that affect one's
fate, such as being born during a storm or when the mother is away
from home, ete?

19. By whom were children baptized or christened? % W

List the Christian names of 10 of your friends, either sex. : 5

mﬂzfmmi% i e
Wﬂﬁw&s more MOM childhood--one name or two? ﬁ;’lﬁ/)’nﬂ




9.

Were children genera.lly named "after someone" and if so, was the scmeone

a friend -- a person prominent in the world -- a relative (living or
dead)? st itz alive e Aeacd  alio /AM

Were children given a name just because one of the parents chose it as
being na nice name" or "a pretty name"? Other reasons?

W /mztw s of S Loy &% Mﬁéﬁémxmmﬁt :

20. ‘At what age werg children baptized or christened? %
Lilrrton T e sf- | monTh ponid S i 2 WW,

Was it considered ucky or unwise to dela;r ba tizing or christening a _
g e S

21. By what name did you call your parents? Mumm and Dad? Mother and Father?
Mummy and Daddy? Other? O‘Zi,,,%‘ WM@)’W Lpam Fho ynlorne—

142 g pflame ot 2B 1 5% fran plnvo benil Dl

22. Were children's birthdays celebrated? How? &é&ﬁz/uﬂ

ﬁﬁwrmm

23, What prayers were taught you? Complete examples and give others, either
bedtime, or grace before meals: "Now I lay me --"; "Matthew, Mark,

Luke and John, blee;h-/-- ;Z%f M__
% VY anssly ol W7

2. What lullabies or cradle songs do you remember? Complete examples, give
others: "Rock-a-bye, Baby --"3; "Bye-bye-Baby Bunting --".

25. What finger and toe games were played with babies when you were small?
Complete examples, give others: "This little pig went to market -=fs
"let!'s go to bed, said Sleepy-head -="; "Thumbiken, thumbiken =-="

26, By what alphabet rhymes did you learn your ABC!'s? Complete example s
give others: "A was an Archer -="; "A was an Apple pie --".

of lewsnect %ABU?W %&/éfmﬁ[
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27. Do you remember which nursery tales you liked best? Cinderella? Jack
and the Beanstalk? List titles of 5 you remember. As you list them
which are those you "haven't thought of in years®? Which are the
ones your own children know?

28, Which game songs were part of your play? Complete examples, give others:
"T gsent a letter to my love -="; "London Bridge is falling down -=%,

J/M%’W%T
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29, What counting=-cut rhymes did you use to determine who was "It"? Complete
examples, give others: "Eeny, meeny, miny, mo -=-%; "Intra, mintra,
cutra, corn -=%,

30. What did you believe would happen, when you were a child, if you (a)
stepped on a crack (b) did not pick up 2 pin (c) swallowed 2
fruit pip?

31, When you lost your baby teeth, what did you do with them? If they
disappeared, who was responsible and was anything left for you in
their place?

Marriage

32, What accessories were considered indispensable for the bride? Example:
white dress -- veil == ring -- "something old, something new, etc.

33. What connected with a wedding would bring bad luck? (E.g. bride trying
on wedding dress, seeing groom morning of wedding).

What would bring good luck? (E.g. shower of rice, old shoes).




1l.
Were any jokes played on them after the wedding or at any other time?
Give details. ;,.ﬁ % M‘gc%;,,
a _jbﬂbzﬁhﬂLoa¢kaﬁﬂad)éizflfzv7xa. aZZiT Jot I 5;2r
Death
3L4. What was believed to be a sign someone was going to die? (Example° dog
howling, plaster falling from ceiling). Z

35, How mJ.ch time elapsed between death and burial? f.rmm?o

Was this interval considered "proper"™ or merely convenient or prudent? W

36, Did anyone "sit up with the corpse®? If so, who and how chosen?
37. Instead, was there a wake? Always? Sometimes? For
certain people and not others? Explaine

Was there food and drink served at a wake? M What? WM

38. Was there eny difference of procedure at a child's %from that at,

cgﬁ%%iéyt4&::ﬂj;;%;%gﬁi;;zzzggiéngﬁ aHentletl-a }fQVZhZQQME?

9« In the absenoe of a representative of the chu:rch, who conducted burial
services? / W W‘/ .
VI GOOD AND BAD LUCK W"

40. Was there a day in the week when it was said undertakings would prove
unlucky or would be otherwise mnsuitable (e.ge. not threshing on
Friday)e. Give other exampleso

O %’MZ—M

4l. Name 5 things that bring good luck (_e.g. putting on garment inside out
by mistake, horseshoe over door)e

Name 5 things that bring bad luck (e.ge. a bird in the house; spilling

Neme 5 ways to avoid bad luck (e.g. touch wood, cross your fingers).
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42, Describe the use of the following in locating articles or foretelling

futur:; events: (if not sure, tell what you think is done; add "not
sure" ).

a rings a Bible; a divining rod (of what wood? to find what?);
playing cards; tea leaves; coffee grounds, - ﬁ @Wi‘
V4%

43. What would you say was the general attitude in your family towards the
things mentioned in questions 36 and 37? (Check the statement below
most closely resembling the general attitude:

"True, but you can't explain it logically".
"Well, there could be something in it, but =-=". s
"Ridiculous-=just superstitioni® %W”Z’ £ 7

What was the attitude in your district?

Lhe Is the attitude todzy different? Can you give a reason for your answer?

VII FPROVERBS AND PROVERBIAL PHRASES

45. Complete the following:

"A bird in the hand =-"; "As the days begin to lengthen =-="; "A task
begun ==", Set down as many more as you cCane M

e g Bl g Pt
g e e T
T il 13 Fabion. Pt W

46. Complete the following:

"As fresh as =-=-"; "As smart as ==M"3; M"Scarcer than =-="; Set down
as many more &S you cale




